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wsBu Slaiiny IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

https://ugccare.unipune.ac.infappsl/home/index earaiamb aimevdsensBHeo
SLbaupnb wpiHBL Sfelliy aIBLDTI:
The UGC-CARE List has not been updated since October 2024 and will not be updated

further, as per the UGC Public Notice dated February 11, 2025.
The website is available for information purposes only.

The Public Notice (F.No.1-1/2018(CARE/JOURNAL)-Part File dated 11 February 2025) issued by
Prof. Manish R. Joshi, Secretary, University Grants Commission states the following:

In supersession of the Public Notice dated 28th November 2018 for establishing
UGC Consortium for Academic and R esearch Ethics (UGC- CARE), the Commission,
in its 584th meeting held on 3rd October 2024, based on the recommendations of the
expert committee, has decided to discontinue UGC-CARE listing of Journals.
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Plaster cast of a Hellenis-
tic statue thought to depict
Aesop; original in the Art Col-
lection of the Villa Albani,
Rome.
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An angel, robed in spotless white,
Bent down and kissed the sleeping Night.
Night woke to blush; the sprite was gone.

Men saw the blush and called it Dawn.
- Paul Laurence Dunber
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Abstract

Soo. Chellappa, who wrote the book "The Honey Bowl!", “Thaen Kinnam” in Tamil language, which is a book of the po-
ems that instill self-confidence with themes such as God, time, nature, humanity, history, and society is basically a re-
tired IAS Officer, but even today, He continues to write poetry while working as a lawyer with the aim of serving this
society. Among the many books of traditional poems that blossomed in his thoughts, this Honey Bowl is a simple mod-
ern poetry that reveals its flavor. This article shows the aesthetics, vernacular language, historical references, principles
and self-improvement references found in Soo.Chellappa's poems through this collection of poems.

Key Words: Soo.Chellappa, Thaen Kinnam, Poet, Humanity, Dalith, Society, vernacular language, Time
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Abstract

Hospitality is considered the most important virtue in Tamil culture. It has been a symbol of Tamils from ancient
times to the present day. The meaning of the word hospitality has changed among modern Tamils. Today, Tamil soci-
ety says that the purpose of hospitality is to entertain one's relatives. But the hospitality practiced by the ancient
Tamils was different. The ancient Tamils called hospitality the act of welcoming and treating strangers who came to
visit them in a friendly manner, relieving them of their fatigue, dressing them in new clothes, and providing them
with delicious food.
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Querel  LLLILSET  (PWDS

Poetry is the journal of the sea animal living on land, wanting to fly in the air.
Poetry is a search for syllables to shoot at the barriers of the
unknown and the unknowable.

Poetry is a phantom script telling how rainbows are made and why they go away.

- Carl Sandburg
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Prose = words in their best order; Poetry = the best words in the best order.

- Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Poetry is the journal of a sea animal living on land, wanting to fly in the air.

- Carl Sandburg
Always be a poet, even in prose.
- Charles Baudelaire
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Abstract: Ancient tamil warfare was based on morel courage and honesty. Noble warfare such as announcing the
war before the start of the war, disarming the soldiers, protecting the elderly, women and Brahmins. S gam litera-
ture praises the noble warrior traditions of the Brahmins,such as protecting them. The bravery of the Brahmins is
considered a glory and the character of the brave warriors who fought without deceit is praised. The ancient Tam-
ils lived by appreciating love and bravery as their two eyes. The book that deines the lifes style of the ancient tam-
ils is tolkappiyam. The grammars of the inner and outer lives described by tholkapiyam are literary reference. The
literary evidence is provededby sangam literature describes the love of the ancient tamils, while eternal literature
describe the martial qualities that were a manifestation of their heroic life.
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Trees are poems the earth
writes upon the sky, We fell
them down and turn them into
paper, That we may record our
emptiness.

— Kahlil Gibran
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Abstract

Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale can be called science fiction as it was set in a dystopian society which was
seen as a Brave New World in those times. Atwood’s fiction is generally concerned with Post-colonialism, women’s
equality, oppression, colonization and the violence against the women in a speculative world. This paper highlights
how Atwood’s novel brings out the social norms in a fictional manner. Though it was denied by the author sometimes,
most of the time the future in science fiction is represented in a dystopian setting. In concern with the side of science,
the novel suggests environmental factors and widespread infertility where it was used as a tool of oppression against
Handmaids. The novel can also be called speculative fiction as it explores women’s lives as oppressed and male domi-
nated ones. The main character Offred constructs her subaltern identity and was double colonized by the patriarchal
society of Gilead which was questioned by feminist and postcolonial critiques.

Keywords: Dystopia, Oppression, Infertility, Science, Identity, Supremacy, Religion and Post-colonialism.

The novel talks about the totalitarian state, “the Republic of Gilead” which was governed by the white, male-
dominated society. It was seen as the near future in which the supremacists compelled handmaids to act as surro-
gate mother to childless wives. The male- dominated society in the Republic of Gilead showcases the issues of gen-
der norms in the current society. The women in Gilead especially handmaids, suffer more from oppression imposed
upon them by the superior power but also by the indigenous patriarchal ideology, which is similar to the situation
of colonized subjects. In this aspect, Gilead, the place in which the novel took place is considered the colonized
country. The Handmaid’s Tale is an awareness of the Other. In postcolonial discourse and science fiction, other-
ness is conceptualized as oppressive and marginalizing in Western society. The Handmaids experience severe op-
pression through control of their bodies, restriction of freedom, and dehumanization.

Science fiction can be brought under the umbrella term with many genres, including new world, fantasy, parallel
theories, horror, and speculative ones. Atwood denies the label of science fiction, arguing that The Handmaid’s
Tale is ‘speculative fiction’. But some cover the term speculative fiction under science fiction, as we can see how
the dystopian theme flourishes throughout the novel, where people are seen with an oppressed and unhappy state of
living. The system of government practiced in the Republic of Gilead was of a dystopian society, opposite to Uto-
pia, which is considered as the state of freedom and contentment. Many critics have argued that the novel falls un-
der science fiction, where we imaginatively see the near future and predictions in Gilead society, which are the key
features of science fiction. One such is the novel, where science plays a meticulous role, particularly in the context
of reproductive technology and mass infertility.

Post —colonial criticism involves the relationship between colonizing nations and their former colonies. Colonial-
ism was displayed in The Handmaid’s Tale by the point of view that women are equal to or more valid than the
dominant group. The men in Gilead had labeled women in to group as handmaids, wives and aunts. Atwood brings
out the point that the women in the novel have more valid points than the men. Major oppression of women was
seen throughout the novel by patriarchs. She also gives the example of the pre — Gilead era through the character
Offred, in which she gives a glimpse of the society that was before and after colonization. This allows the readers
to understand that the colonization can cause the downfall of the country. As we can see the impact of Gilead’s
oppressive rule on women from Offred’s experiences and sufferings where their actions, attire and even thoughts
are overtaken by the regime. When power becomes supremacy, there is a higher chance of oppression. Atwood
brings out the views of a hungry government and how that ends up in her novel, The Handmaid’s Tale.

The rules and restrictions imposed upon women in Gilead were based on gender and status. Atwood explains this
through Offred who is forced to experience a solitary life. She was restricted from all forms of freedom in her life.
Even the communication she had with other characters in the novel was limited. The Handmaids are prohibited
from reading books, having their own way of dressing, accessing their own bank account, working in any of the
companies, or isolating places where they could find happiness. The laws were strict on them and they mostly have
a robotic life. The novel also highlights the double colonization where the wives of the higher officials and com-
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manders enforce their power on handmaids. The theory
of postcolonial societies was seen here in how the white
women oppress blacks through class and dominance.

The novel travels between the past and future, where
Offred tells the story in the present tense but frequently
moves to past for flashbacks where the timeline travels
between the life before Gilead and her present time in
the Red Center. Readers can sense the dark tone in the
novel, as the characters live under the totalitarian gov-
ernment. Women’s bodies are seen as political instru-
ments in these societies. Corruption in the government
is often seen as the feature in dystopian society, often
mirroring real-life societies. Offred and other Hand-
maids become the domestic household slaves in a sex-
ist, patriarchal society. Handmaids do not have access
to literacy, and only men in charge are allowed to read
and write. Offred’s marginalization is a form of anti —
utopian society, because in dystopian societies “there
was no war at the primitive humanity, when men and
women wandered alone in the society. Man became a
political animal when he began to war or marginalize
women” (Datlow 2012: 122). Offred represents other
Handmaids through herself. Postcolonialism echoes
throughout the novel, in which it voices out the margin-
alized and the exploited society.

The Handmaids were treated badly at the hands of em-
perors. “Now a close shot of the prisoner, with a stub-
bled and dirty face, flanked by two Angels in their neat
black uniforms. The prisoner accepts a cigarette from
one of the Angels, and puts it awkwardly to his lips
with his bound hands. He gives a lopsided little
grin” (41). Offred represents the suppressed group and
voices out for them through her character. Her intelli-
gence and perception show the voice of echoes which
strive for their freedom and individuality. Wings of
emotion and hope were shared between the readers and
handmaids. The Handmaids in the novel are denoted as
subaltern in which represents the oppressed colonized
cultures. Inequality and oppression are the major
themes in The Handmaid’s tale in which the readers can
agree with the statement and understand how the colo-
nizers are suppressed and how they are taken away
from their own identity, stripping them of individuality.
“My name isn’t Offred, I have another name, which
nobody uses because its forbidden” (94).

The Handmaid’s Tale is not the typical science fiction
novel, as it doesn’t revolve around the future in space,
future inventions, time travel or any futuristic ideas.
Science fiction can also be based on the social changes,
issues, and the far new world. Though the novel was
seen as the dystopian one, we can envision the near
future in which the social changes that changed the
lives of many people in the novel occur. The fact that
Atwood voiced out the infertility and normalized surro-
gacy in her period was seen as one of the major science
elements in the far new world. She beautifully brings it
through the character Serena Joy. She was a young fa-
mous singer and became infertile even before the revo-
lution. But her higher social standards made her Wife
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despite being a divorced one and saved her from being
registered as an Unwoman. But giving birth to the child
in Gilead society is an important thing for the Regime,
and here Handmaids played the role of surrogate moth-
er, where the baby can be legally surrendered by the
Regime. The Implication of forced surrogacy highlights
the totalitarian society and scientific element in the
novel.

The characters Offred, Rita, and Cora represent wom-
en’s marginalization and find ways to resist. “Today,
despite Rita’s closed face and pressed lips, I would like
to stay here, in the kitchen. Cora might come in from
somewhere else in the house ...Rita would make coffee
in the house” (4), where the women are seen only as the
domestic slaves in the commander’s house. The psy-
chological strains on Handmaids due to Gilead’s strict
rules cause them emotional trauma and fear. The Hand-
maids in the novel are double marginalized when the
wives of higher officials and commanders dominate
them. The novel highlights a cruel world where women
do not enjoy the freedom of choice. The women in the
novel are subjected only as objects for male desires and
satisfactions. “ We are containers, it’s only the insides
of our bodies that are important” (96). The human val-
ues have no importance in a dystopian world.

The author’s use of dialogue can be seen as the effec-
tive choice of words where it portrays the women’s
emotional connection regardless of their individual
character. The author’s choice of words like ‘unbabies’
and ‘infertility’ reflects the fear that does exist amongst
the women of this society. Atwood talks about how
Offred uses her voice to change Gilead, a theocratic
society, in a future dystopian world. Her experiences
highlight the impact of present-day dominance and sci-
entific concerns. The Handmaid’s Tale is a story that
exemplifies the future and the problems that might oc-
cur in the world due to technical advancement. The
futuristic views used in the plots can be seen as a piece
of science fiction. Ursula K. Le Guin, a celebrated writ-
er of fantasy and science fiction, wrote: “To my mind,
The Handmaid’s Tale is one of the things science fic-
tion does, which is extrapolate imaginatively from cur-
rent trends and events to a near future that’s half predic-
tion, half satire”.

The whole novel is full of biblical references, the names
of the characters, and shops or events, which give the
whole plot a certain authenticity. Atwood in her novel
shows a completely different future, which reminds us
of the past with all the biblical principles. Christianity
plays a major part throughout the novel, where the val-
ues, beliefs, and cultures are based on it. The minds of
colonized people and regimes see women’s bodies only
as political instruments where they can produce future
generations. Even the characters Cora and Rita also
suffered women’s marginalization despite being educat-
ed women. This is because they were restricted from
the outside world and allowed only to do the domestic
chores and are suppressed by the male-dominated socie-
ty. Patriarchy ignores the women’s freedom in the out-
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side society. In Gilead society, women are victimized,
brutalized, and dehumanized by male patriarchies, and
it was seen only as the “master-slave” relationship. The
novel highlights how Gilead’s regime manipulates bib-
lical ideology to oppress women, particularly Hand-
maids, to legitimate their power.

The Handmaid’s Tale explores religion, a powerful tool
in the Republic of Gilead wherein the present world
people are manipulated in the same name of religion
through politics. As Ronald discusses, “As a result of
the population decline, the government of Gilead draws
upon a mixture of biblical verse and religious propagan-
da as justification to force women into becoming hand-
maids ....” (2013). Handmaids in the novel are strictly
prohibited from everything and they have no other
choice other than listening to the higher standards. In a
postcolonial perspective, this novel served as a fearful
reminder of how women in particular stand to lose their
particular identity in a society like Gilead. Though the
author articulates this in a nearly universe with futuris-
tic views, women still face oppression from patriarchal
society in this era.

This paper has focused on the issues of women’s mar-
ginalization and the near future. Margaret Atwood gives
her best when it comes to narration, and her narrative
techniques illustrate the dystopian society in both post-
colonial and scientific manner. The novel was consid-
ered a completely different futuristic novel, and the
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characters are carved in such a manner, that it voices
out the oppression of women even in this era. The op-
pression of women in the novel was portrayed by pro-
hibiting all their rights and individualism in the society.
In the Bible, men and women are considered to be equal
to God, but the Republic of Gilead treated women in a
dehumanizing manner. Post-colonialism plays a major
part in the novel whereas on the other side, the novel
was dabbed heavily with science in the near future.
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The marginalization of women in India remains a deeply entrenched structural reality that permeates politics,
economy, and education, despite decades of progressive laws and policy interventions. Women’s participation in
political institutions continues to be limited, with even progressive measures such as the 73rd and 74th Constitu-
tional Amendments—mandating one-third reservation for women in local governance—resulting more in symbolic
presence than in substantive decision-making power. In the economic sphere, women’s labour force participation
remains strikingly low, constrained by structural barriers such as unsafe workplaces, lack of childcare facilities,
and concentration in informal, low-paying sectors. Similarly, though enrolment rates have improved, education is
still marked by inequities, with girls facing higher dropout rates due to early marriage, domestic responsibilities,
and inadequate infrastructure. These persistent constraints reveal how social and cultural hierarchies intersect with
institutional shortcomings to reinforce women’s marginalization.

In response to these challenges, the state has sought to institutionalize mechanisms such as Gender Responsive
Budgeting (GRB), with instruments like the Gender Budget Statement designed to integrate women’s concerns
into policy frameworks. Yet the persistence of low political participation, economic dependency, and educational
barriers highlights the limitations of reform-driven approaches that fail to dismantle entrenched hierarchies. A criti-
cal appraisal of women’s status in India must therefore move beyond cataloguing schemes and legislations to inter-
rogating how unequal power relations—within households, communities, and institutions—continue to shape
women’s lived realities. It is within this context that this paper seeks to examine the enduring patterns of women’s
marginalization in India and to critically analyse the gaps between constitutional promises, policy intent, and eve-
ryday social realities.

Political Underrepresentation and Economic Exclusion of Women in India

Political participation has been defined as a citizen’s active involvement with public institutions, which includes
voting, candidacy, campaigning, occupying political office, and lobbying individually or through membership in a
group. The political marginalization of women in India is evident in their underrepresentation in decision-making
bodies and political offices. Despite having the legal right to participate in politics, women’s actual representation
remains significantly low. As of the 2019 general elections, women held only 13.6% of the seats in the Lok Sabha,
the lower house of India’s Parliament. Women’s representation in state legislatures is similarly low, indicating that
their voices and concerns are often not adequately addressed in the policy-making processes.

Several factors contribute to the low political participation of women, including entrenched societal norms that
regard politics as a male domain, insufficient financial resources, and limited access to political networks and men-
torship. Women who do venture into politics often encounter additional obstacles such as gender bias, harassment,
and violence. To address these issues, measures such as the reservation of seats for women in local governance
bodies, like Panchayats, have been implemented. The 73™ and 74™ Constitutional Amendments stipulate that one-
third of the seats in Panchayats and Municipalities must be reserved for women. Although these measures have led
to increased female representation at the local level, ensuring meaningful and effective participation continues to
be a challenge.

Economic marginalization is another pervasive form of discrimination against women in India. Achieving wom-
en’s rights and gender equality necessitates women’s economic empowerment. This empowerment encompasses
ensuring that women have equal opportunities to participate in and benefit from decent work, access markets, and
exercise control over resources, their time, lives, and bodies. Additionally, it involves enhancing their voice, agen-
cy, and meaningful involvement in economic decision-making at all levels, from the household to international
institutions.

Women'’s participation in the workforce remains significantly lower compared to men. Those who are employed
often face substantial wage disparities and limited career advancement opportunities. Patriarchal norms impose
severe restrictions on women’s mobility and autonomy, confining many to domestic roles and limiting their access
to education, employment, and public spaces. This confinement is often justified by the belief that women’s prima-
ry responsibilities are caregiving and homemaking, while men are seen as breadwinners and protectors.

According to the National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5), only 32% of currently married women aged 15-49 are
employed, compared to 98% of currently married men in the same age group. Women’s participation in the work-
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force is constrained by societal expectations, lack of
safety in public spaces, and inadequate support systems
such as childcare. These restrictions hinder women’s
economic independence and reinforce their dependence
on male family members. Moreover, the pervasive issue
of safety in public spaces exacerbates mobility re-
strictions. Women face harassment and violence in pub-
lic spaces, leading to a culture of fear that restricts their
movement. Initiatives like the “Safe City” project aim
to create safer urban environments for women, but pro-
gress remains slow due to deep-seated patriarchal atti-
tudes.

In India, the labour force participation rate among fe-
males is 32.7% and among males is 76.8% for 2023.
This low participation rate is attributed to several fac-
tors, including societal norms that prioritize domestic
roles for women, lack of access to safe and affordable
transportation, and workplace environments that are not
conducive to women’s needs. Additionally, women are
disproportionately represented in the informal sector,
where job security, benefits, and legal protections are
minimal.

Wage disparity is another critical issue. On average,
women in India earn 20% less than men for the same
work. This wage gap reflects the undervaluing of wom-
en’s work, occupational segregation, and limited access
to higher-paying roles and industries. Furthermore,
women often face a “glass ceiling” that restricts their
upward mobility within organizations.

Educational Disparities: Access and Quality

The educational marginalization of women in India
begins early and continues throughout their lives. De-
spite significant progress in improving girls’ enrolment
rates in primary education, disparities persist in second-
ary and higher education. Access to quality education
remains a major concern, especially in rural areas where
girls are often expected to assist with household chores
and care for younger siblings, limiting their time and
ability to attend school. Societal norms and safety con-
cerns also contribute to educational marginalization.
Early marriages are common, forcing many girls to
drop out of school prematurely. The quality of educa-
tion is another critical issue. Schools in rural and mar-
ginalized communities often lack basic infrastructure,
trained teachers, and learning materials, which dispro-
portionately affects girls as they are more likely to be
enrolled in such schools.

Furthermore, the curriculum and teaching methods fre-
quently reinforce gender stereotypes, limiting girls’
aspirations and self-esteem. This can have long-term
effects on their educational and professional opportuni-
ties. According to the National Statistical Office, the
literacy rate for women in India was 70.3% compared
to 84.7% for men. This gap in education translates to
fewer opportunities for women in higher education and
professional fields, perpetuating the cycle of marginali-
zation.

12

Marginalization of Women:
Budgeting, Policy, and Law

Gender Responsive

Gender Responsive Budgeting (GRB) has emerged as a
critical tool for measuring progress in gender main-
streaming by incorporating a gender perspective into
planning and budgeting processes. GRB involves ana-
lysing budgets to ascertain government priorities and
examine their impact on both women and men. This
analysis aims to understand the effects of government
spending and revenue collection on different genders.
The GRB approach to budget-making acknowledges
societal gender patterns and allocates resources for poli-
cies and programs that promote equality.

One significant tool within GRB is the Gender Budget
Statement (GBS), which details the proportion of the
government budget spent on empowering women and
pursuing gender equality. Generally, women remain
invisible in the planning process. However, a develop-
ment approach should ensure that the benefits of plan-
ning reach the entire society. For example, the develop-
ment of infrastructural facilities benefits not only men
but also women who use these facilities.

Naila Kabeer highlighted that planners often assume
they are dealing with a harmonious and internally undif-
ferentiated category of people by placing individuals
into broad categories for planning and implementation
purposes.

Since the Fifth Five-Year Plan (1974-78), there has
been a notable shift in addressing women’s issues from
a welfare-based approach to one centered on develop-
ment. Recently, the focus has increasingly been on the
empowerment of women as a crucial factor in defining
their social and economic status. In 1990, the National
Commission for Women was established through an Act
of Parliament with the mission of protecting women’s
rights and legal entitlements. Additionally, the 73rd and
74th Constitutional Amendments in 1993 introduced
provisions for reserving seats for women in local bodies
such as Panchayats and Municipalities. These amend-
ments have laid a solid groundwork for enhancing
women’s participation in local decision-making pro-
cesses.

India has ratified several international conventions and
human rights instruments, committing to secure equal
rights for women. Notably, India ratified the Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW) in 1993, which underscores
the country’s dedication to eliminating gender-based
discrimination. Additionally, India has endorsed pivotal
international frameworks such as the Mexico Plan of
Action (1975), the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
(1985), the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action
(1995), and the Outcome Document adopted by the
UNGA Session on Gender Equality and Development
and Peace for the 21st Century, titled “Further actions
and initiatives to implement the Beijing Declaration and
the Platform for Action”.
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The Indian Constitution upholds gender equality and
empowers the state to adopt affirmative action policies.
The principle of gender equality is enshrined in the
Constitution’s Preamble, Fundamental Rights, Funda-
mental Duties, and Directive Principles. Specifically,
the Constitution grants equality to women and empow-
ers the State to take measures of positive discrimination
in their favour. Within the framework of a democratic
polity, India’s laws, development policies, plans, and
programs have consistently aimed at advancing wom-
en’s status in various spheres.

Legal and policy interventions have been instrumental
in addressing marginalization and promoting social
justice in India. The Constitution of India, through its
fundamental rights and directive principles, provides a
robust framework for ensuring equality and protection
against discrimination. Key legislative measures have
been enacted to protect the rights of marginalized
groups. For instance, the Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, aims to
prevent atrocities against SCs and STs, providing strin-
gent punishments for offenses committed against these
communities and ensuring their dignity and safety.

The National Policy for the Empowerment of Women,
adopted in 2001, underscores the government’s com-
mitment to gender equality and women’s empower-
ment. It emphasizes the elimination of discrimination,
protection of women’s rights, and their participation in
all spheres of life. Additionally, the Protection of Wom-
en from Domestic Violence Act, 2005, provides a com-
prehensive legal framework for protecting women from
domestic abuse.

In the realm of employment, the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA),
2005, has been crucial in providing employment oppor-
tunities and financial independence to rural women.
Furthermore, the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition, and Redressal) Act,
2013, mandates a safe working environment for women
and outlines procedures for addressing complaints of
sexual harassment.

The Government of India has undertaken various legis-
lative and policy measures to address gender inequality
and improve the status of women in the country. These
initiatives aim to combat discrimination, ensure equal
opportunities, and empower women socially, economi-
cally, and politically. This detailed exploration high-
lights key legislation addressing gender inequality, the
role of government programs and initiatives, and evalu-
ates the effectiveness of these policies.

The foundation for gender equality in India lies in the
Constitution, which guarantees equality before the law
(Article 14), prohibits discrimination based on sex
(Article 15), and ensures equal opportunities in employ-
ment (Article 16). It also allows the state to make spe-
cial provisions for women and children (Article 15(3)).
The Hindu Succession Act, amended in 2005, grants
daughters equal rights to inherit ancestral property, ad-

<iflor Grré@ 20 : 1 qulizeb 2026

ISSN 2320-4842

dressing gender disparities in inheritance laws. The
Dowry Prohibition Act (1961) makes the giving or tak-
ing of dowry a punishable offense, aiming to eradicate
the practice of dowry, which often leads to violence
against women (Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961). The
Equal Remuneration Act (1976) mandates equal pay for
equal work for both men and women and prohibits gen-
der-based wage discrimination (Equal Remuneration
Act, 1976). The Protection of Women from Domestic
Violence Act (2005) provides comprehensive protection
to women from domestic violence, ensuring legal and
financial assistance and shelter. The Sexual Harassment
of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition, and
Redressal) Act (2013) provides protection to women
from sexual harassment at all workplaces, establishing a
mechanism for redressal of complaints. The Maternity
Benefit (Amendment) Act (2017) extends maternity
leave from 12 to 26 weeks, ensuring job security and
benefits during maternity.

The Indian government has also launched various pro-
grams and initiatives to support legislative efforts and
promote gender equality, such as Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao (Save the Daughter, Educate the Daughter) in
2015 to address the declining child sex ratio and pro-
mote education and empowerment of the girl child,
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) for
financial assistance to pregnant and lactating women to
improve health and nutrition, and the One Stop Centre
Scheme in 2015 for integrated support and assistance to
women affected by violence (One Stop Centre Scheme,
2015). Other initiatives include Mahila E-Haat to pro-
mote women entrepreneurs by providing an online plat-
form to showcase and sell their products, the Ujjawala
Scheme to combat trafficking and commercial sexual
exploitation, and the Swadhar Greh Scheme to provide
shelter, food, clothing, and health as well as economic
and social security to women in distress.

Conclusion

Women’s empowerment in India reflects both notable
achievements and enduring challenges, as constitutional
safeguards, progressive laws, and state-led programs
have expanded opportunities but remain inadequate in
dismantling entrenched patriarchal structures. Persistent
gaps in political participation, economic mobility, and
educational access underscore the distance between
policy intent and lived realities. Genuine transformation
requires moving beyond welfare and protective
measures toward reshaping social institutions, cultural
norms, and power relations, while addressing the inter-
sections of caste, class, and gender. Only then can em-
powerment move from symbolic inclusion to substan-
tive equality, enabling women to exercise real agency
and contribute to reshaping India’s democratic and so-
cial fabric.
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Abstract

In today's educational landscape, language serves as a crucial tool for societal interactions and cognitive develop-
ment. Mother tongue education, particularly in Tamil Nadu, is considered paramount for fostering a strong founda-
tion in learning and cultural identity. The current era of technological advancement offers new avenues for enhanc-
ing educational practices, with computer-assisted language learning utilizing machine-readable data sets presenting a
promising approach. It is essential that Tamil language education, traditionally rich in its grammatical structure but
sometimes perceived as complex, also embraces these technological advancements to facilitate easier understanding
without compromising its heritage. This research paper focuses on the application of data linguistics, specifically er-
ror corpus analysis of spoken language, to understand and address the challenges faced by Plus Two students in Ma-
durai District while learning Tamil. The primary objectives are to identify, categorize, and analyze grammatical er-
rors, word usage errors, and pronunciation errors in their spoken Tamil, derive insights into the learning and teach-
ing shortcomings through this speech data, and propose evidence-based recommendations for improving pedagogical
approaches in Tamil schools. By analyzing authentic speech data, this study aims to provide a clear conceptual under-
standing of student difficulties and contribute to more effective language instruction.

Keywords: Tamil Language, Linguistics, Error Analysis, Speech Data, Language Learning, Corpus Linguistics
Introduction

Language is not merely a means of communication; it is the very fabric of human society, enabling the sharing of
thoughts, emotions, knowledge, and cultural values. Its role in educational activities is fundamentally indispensa-
ble. For students, particularly in their formative years, education in their mother tongue, Tamil, is vital. It allows
for a deeper assimilation of concepts, fosters critical thinking, and strengthens their connection to their cultural
heritage. In the current modern era, technological advancements have profoundly impacted various fields, includ-
ing education. The integration of computer-assisted learning and teaching methods, often powered by the analysis
of large-scale data sets, offers unprecedented opportunities to personalize learning, provide immediate feedback,
and identify specific areas of difficulty. While these advancements have been widely adopted in other domains,
their application in Tamil language learning, particularly in addressing the nuances of spoken proficiency, is still
evolving. Improving the speech proficiency of twelfth-grade students in Tamil Nadu, specifically in districts like
Madurai, presents a significant challenge. At this crucial stage of their education, students are preparing for higher
studies and future careers, where effective communication is paramount. Factors such as the complexities of Tamil
grammatical rules, the subtle distinctions in word usage, and the intricacies of pronunciation significantly influence
speaking skills. Traditional methods of teaching Tamil grammar, while comprehensive, can sometimes be per-
ceived as abstract and challenging for students to internalize and apply in spoken contexts. Recognizing this, there
is a growing need for pedagogical approaches that are grounded in empirical evidence of how students “actually”
use the language and where they struggle. This is where the field of data linguistics, particularly the analysis of
speech corpora (collections of spoken language data), offers a powerful tool. By analyzing the authentic spoken
language of Plus Two students, we can gain valuable insights into the types of errors they make, the frequency of
these errors, and the potential underlying reasons. This data-driven approach can then inform the development of
more targeted and effective teaching strategies. This study focuses specifically on analyzing the error corpus de-
rived from the speech of Plus Two students in Madurai District. By identifying and analyzing the patterns of gram-
matical errors, word usage errors, and pronunciation errors present in their spoken Tamil, this research aims to con-
tribute to a better understanding of the learning challenges faced by these students and provide concrete recommen-
dations for improving Tamil language learning and teaching methods.

Literature Review

The study of errors in language learning has a long history, dating back to the seminal work of Corder (1967), who
argued for the significance of learners' errors not merely as indicators of failure, but as valuable evidence of the
learning process itself. Error analysis moved language teaching beyond simple contrastive analysis (comparing the
native and target languages) by focusing on the actual output of learners. This perspective views errors as systemat-
ic and revealing of the learner's developing linguistic system.
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In the context of Tamil language teaching, error analy-
sis has been explored in various studies, often focusing
on written errors or grammatical difficulties. Natarasan
Pillai (1981) highlights the importance of error analysis
as a new perspective in language teaching, emphasizing
its role in understanding learner difficulties. Thirumalai
(1998) provides foundational insights into Tamil lan-
guage teaching methodologies, which implicitly address
potential areas where errors might occur. More recently,
the advent of corpus linguistics has revolutionized lan-
guage study by providing access to vast amounts of real
-world language data. Corpus linguistics for vocabu-
lary, as described by Szudarski (2017), demonstrates
how data-driven approaches can inform language teach-
ing. While corpus linguistics has been extensively used
for analyzing written texts and spoken language in ma-
jor global languages, its application to regional lan-
guages like Tamil, particularly for error analysis in spo-
ken corpora, is a developing area. Rajendran (2019)
discusses the intersection of computational linguistics
and the technological development of Tamil, pointing
towards the potential for data-driven approaches in
Tamil language studies.

Studies on second language acquisition have also high-
lighted the role of the first language (L1) in foreign
language learning (Ringbom, 1987). While this study
focuses on mother tongue learning (Tamil as L1), stu-
dents' exposure to English and other languages in their
environment can still influence their spoken Tamil, po-
tentially leading to interference errors. Analyzing spo-
ken errors is distinct from analyzing written errors. Spo-
ken language is often less formal, more spontaneous,
and can exhibit features like hesitations, false starts, and
colloquialisms that are less common in written text.
Pronunciation is, of course, unique to spoken language
and a critical area for analysis in speech corpora. While
studies exist on pronunciation errors in second language
learners, research focusing on pronunciation difficulties
in mother tongue speakers at the Plus Two level, influ-
enced by factors like regional variations or the increas-
ing use of English, is less prevalent. This research
builds upon the principles of error analysis and corpus
linguistics by applying them to a novel domain: the
spoken Tamil of Plus Two students in Madurai District.
By creating and analyzing a speech error corpus, this
study aims to provide specific, data-backed insights into
the linguistic challenges faced by this particular group
of learners, thereby contributing to the empirical basis
for improving Tamil language pedagogy.

Research Approach and Methodology

Error analysis in Tamil language teaching is not entirely
new, but comparatively analyzing errors based on collect-
ed speech data from a specific demographic using a data
linguistics approach represents a more recent methodolo-
gy. Data linguistics, in essence, is the empirical study of
language through the analysis of large-scale language
data, often compiled into corpora. For this study, a de-
scriptive research design was employed, focusing on
identifying, classifying, and analyzing the linguistic er-
rors present in the spoken Tamil of Plus Two students.
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Participants and Data Collection

The participants were Plus Two students enrolled in
schools located within the Madurai District of Tamil
Nadu. A sample of 100 students was selected from se-
lected Madurai District Government Schools to ensure a
degree of representation. Speech data was collected
through audio recordings of students responding to
open-ended questions on various subject-related topics
from their curriculum. This approach was chosen to
elicit natural, spontaneous speech rather than con-
trolled, reading-aloud tasks. The topics were designed
to encourage extended responses and varied vocabulary
and grammatical structures.

The data collection process involved:

Obtaining necessary permissions from school authori-
ties and informed consent from the students and their
guardians for audio recording.

Using reliable audio recording devices to ensure clear
sound quality.

Asking a set of pre-determined questions related to their
Tamil book to stimulate conversation. The interviewer
maintained a neutral and encouraging demeanor.

The duration of each recording varied, but an effort was
made to capture a minimum of five minutes of continu-
ous reading from each student. The total accumulated
speech data comprised approximately five hours of
recordings.

Data Transcription and Corpus Creation

The collected audio recordings were meticulously tran-
scribed into written form. To facilitate detailed linguis-
tic analysis, including pronunciation errors, a narrow
phonetic transcription using the International Phonetic
Alphabet (IPA) was performed alongside the standard
Tamil script transcription.

The transcription process involved:
Listening to the recordings multiple times for accuracy.

Transcribing the spoken Tamil into standard Tamil
script.

For error analysis, creating a parallel transcription that
captured the exact sounds produced by the student, even
if incorrect, using IPA. This allowed for the identifica-
tion of specific pronunciation deviations.

During transcription, potential errors were flagged.
These flagged segments were then reviewed and cate-
gorized based on a pre-defined error classification
framework. The transcribed and annotated data formed
the speech corpus for this study. The corpus size, in
terms of word count or duration, amounted to approxi-
mately 1000 of transcribed speech.

Error Identification and Classification

The core of the analysis involved systematically identi-
fying and classifying the errors in the transcribed
speech corpus. An error was defined as any deviation
from the target norm of spoken Tamil as expected from
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a Plus Two level students. The error classification
framework was developed based on common linguistic
error categories and refined through initial observation
of the corpus data. The main categories included:

Grammatical Errors:

e Deviations from the rules of Tamil grammar.

e  Subject-Verb Agreement

e Case Usage Errors

e Tense, Aspect, and Mood Errors

e Errors in the use of particles and postpositions

e Sentence Structure Errors

Word Usage Errors:

e Errors related to the selection and use of vocabu-
lary.

e Using words with incorrect meanings (lexical er-
rors)

e Incorrect use of synonyms or redundant usage

e Incorrect collocations (word combinations)

e Influence of other languages (code-switching or
borrowing leading to errors)

Pronunciation Errors:

e Deviations from the standard pronunciation of
Tamil sounds, syllables, or words.

e  Mispronunciation of specific consonants or vowels
e Confusion of long and short vowels (vowel length)

e Errors related to germination (doubling of conso-
nants)

e Syllable structure errors (adding, omitting, or alter-
ing syllables)

e  Pronunciation influenced by colloquial speech pat-
terns

Each identified error instance was analyzed within its
linguistic context to understand the nature and potential
cause of the error. Frequency counts were maintained
for different error types to identify the most prevalent
issues.

Data Analysis Procedures

The data analysis involved a combination of qualitative
and quantitative approaches.

Qualitative Analysis: Detailed examination of individ-
ual error instances to understand the specific nature of
the mistake and hypothesize the underlying reasons
(e.g., lack of knowledge, interference, overgeneraliza-
tion of rules, influence of spoken forms).

Quantitative Analysis: Calculating the frequency of
different error types and subtypes across the entire cor-
pus. This helped in identifying the most problematic
areas for the students. Examples of errors were extract-
ed directly from the transcribed corpus to illustrate the
findings. IPA transcriptions were used to represent the
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spoken errors and their correct forms accurately, partic-
ularly for pronunciation errors. By systematically ana-
lyzing the errors in the speech corpus, this study aimed
to provide a comprehensive picture of the spoken lan-
guage challenges faced by Plus Two students in Madu-
rai District and form the basis for practical recommen-
dations.

Data Analysis and Findings

The analysis of the speech corpus revealed several re-
curring patterns of errors among Plus Two students in
Madurai District. While the specific frequency of each
error type varied, the following sections detail the sig-
nificant findings, supported by examples from the cor-
pus.

Grammatical Errors

Grammatical inaccuracies were a significant area of
difficulty for many students, affecting the structural
correctness of their sentences.

Lack of Subject-Verb Agreement: This was one of
the most frequent grammatical errors observed. Tamil
verbs inflect based on the subject's person, number, and
gender. Students often failed to match the verb ending
to the subject.

Example 1: gjeustr (Error: $\text{ovon
vanda:rga|} $)

e Subject: 9jsuesr (avan - he, singular masculine),

QUIbSTIT56IT

e Verb: supgriger (vandhargal - came, plural)

. QU6dT Qb T6dT avan vandhan - he came), -
= JuE2 (

$\\text{avon voanda:n}$
o euisker eupbgmiset  (avargal vandhargal - they
came) -$\\text{ovarga| vonda:rga|}$
Analysis: The student uses a plural verb suffix (-argal)
with a singular subject (avan). This suggests a lack of
consistent application of agreement rules, possibly in-
fluenced by focusing on the core verb meaning
("came") rather than the required inflection.

e Example2: presr  umiggresr  (Error: $\text{na:n
pa:r,‘_t"ga:n}$$

e Subject: predr (naan - I, first person singular),

e Verb: uriggmer (paarthaan - saw, third person

masculine singular)
e Correct: preit LiTirgGspetr (naan paarthen - I saw)
o $S\text{nan partten}$

Analysis: The student uses a third-person masculine
singular verb ending (-aan) with a first-person singular
subject (naan). This error highlights difficulty in cor-
rectly conjugating verbs for different persons.

Case Errors: Incorrect usage of case markers (vettu
urupu) or postpositions was also prevalent, impacting

the relationships between nouns and other parts of the
sentence.

Example |: prest oD@  Gumestmest  (Error: $\text

{na:n vi:{takks po:na:n}$)
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e Intended meaning: I went home.

e Error: The case marker "-&&" (-kku - dative case,
typically 'to') is used, but the verb ending (-aan,
third person masculine singular) is incorrect for the
subject (Bmedr - naan, first person singular).

e Correct: preir  of_(Hdb@L1 CurGesresr  (naan

veettukku ponen - I went home)
o $\text{na:n vi:ttakkup po:ne:n}$
Analysis: This example combines a case error context
(though "-&@&" can sometimes be used directionally, "-

H@U"  is more common after certain endings like '-u')

with a subject-verb agreement error. It illustrates that
errors can be multi-faceted. The primary error here is
the verb ending mismatch.

Example 2: gjsugnids &Ll LB BLD Q&1 (hdCsH6iT
(Error: $\\text{ovonukku puttogom kodutte:n}$) - while

grammatically correct, students sometimes used incor-
rect case markers for specific verbs or contexts.

e  Consider an error like: pmesr EX ¥ ‘960
Glaut’ 1qg Gevredr (Naan katthi ‘aal’ vettinen)

b}

e  Subject: presr (naan - I)

e Noun phrase: &g (katthi - knife)

e Case marker: g60 (aal - instrumental case, typical-
ly 'by' or 'with' for agents)

e Verb: Qeur1q Gerredr (vettinen — cut

o Correct: preit  &dd) ‘wired’  Gleur_1g Sevredr  (Naan
katthi “yaal’ vettinen)

Analysis: The instrumental case marker "-<gy60" (-aal)
should typically follow a vowel or consonant directly,
but after nouns ending in "-@)" (-1), the glide "-us" (<y)
is inserted, resulting in "-wmed" (-yaal). This shows

difficulty with morphophonemic rules related to case
suffixation.

Tense Errors: Incorrect use of verb tenses was com-
mon, particularly confusing past, present, and future
actions.

Example 1:Gppmy  presr  Fevflom
(Error: $\\text{ne:ff'& na:n sinmma: pa:rkkire:n}$)

LTS Emedr.

e Adverb: Gepmy (netru - yesterday, past tense

marker)

e Verb: urig#Emesr (paarkkiren - am seeing/see,

present tense)

e Correct:@pmm presr Aeflom LrisGgesr. (netru
naan sinimaa paarthen - Yesterday I saw a movie.)
$\\text{ne:tt"a na:n siima: pariten}

Analysis: The student uses a present tense verb form

despite the presence of a clear past tense indicator

("yesterday™). This indicates a lack of attention to tem-

poral markers in the sentence or insufficient grasp of

tense conjugation.

Example 2: prewends@ —Bresr  Leiefid@gls  GuimGestest.
(Error: $\\text{na:|arkke na:n ps|ikk& po:ne:n}$)

o Adverb: premends@  (naalaikku - tomorrow, future

tense marker)
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e Verb: GurGssrssr (ponen - went, past tense)

o Correct: premends@ mbredr Lsimefld@l  GLrGeusdr.
(naalaikku naan pallikku poveen - Tomorrow I will
go to school.)

o $\text{na:latkke na:n pa||ikks po:ve:n}$)

Analysis: Similar to the previous example, a past tense
verb is used with a future tense adverb, demonstrating
confusion in matching verb tense to the intended time
frame.

Word Usage Errors: Errors in vocabulary selection
and usage impacted the clarity and precision of student
communication.

Using. Words with Incorrect Meanings: Students

sometimes used words that were semantically close but
inappropriate for the specific context.

o Example I: gjeuiamsir  llasayd  FHGsTOFLOTSHL

GudeTTisser.

e (Error: $\text{ovorgo| migovam sondo:soma:go
pe:smarga|}$)

e  Word used: s58sragwrs  (sandhoshamaga —

happily / joyfully, derived from the noun
"happiness")

e Intended meaning: They spoke very happily/
lively.
e Correct: gjeuiger  llseayd

walpFFwTSHL

Gudlesrmirger  (avargal migavum magizhchchiyaa-
ga pesinaargal) OR 2_marawrsi Gudlesrirgser
(utrsaagamaaga pesinaargal).

migavem magutftfija:gs

. \\text
$\\tex {svs%&s;[

pe:sma:rga

Analysis: While "#58srag0" relates to happiness,
"wdpsAwrs"  or"o persiomrs"  are more appropri-

ate adverbs to describe the manner of speaking in this
context, This error might stem from a limited active
vocabulary or confusion between related terms.

Ipslt  UrFfenssrsd s
“Siwrern”  CFiw  Geusssr@id. (Naam antha
pirachanaikku oru “theermaanam” seyya vendum.)

e  Example 2: prid

e  Word used: Siwrerdo  (theermaanam - resolution,
decision - often formal or related to meetings)

o Intended meaning: We must find a “solution” to
that problem.

e Correct: prid 9hs1 UrFflenerda spm “&iey”
srewr  Geuessr(pd.  (Naam antha pirachanaikku oru
“theervu” kaana vendum.)

and "$irey"
are related but not interchangeable. Using "&'iwmresrid"
for a problem suggests a misunderstanding of the spe-
cific nuance of the word.

Incorrect Use of Synonymous Words: Students some-
times used words together that conveyed the same
meaning, leading to redundancy, or confused closely
related terms.

Analysis: "&iriomesrid" (theervu - solution)
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e Example 1: weny Qg Q&Tewr® @) HbSma!.
e (Error: $\\text{moyoj pejdu kondw ircukkirodu}$)

o Words used: Qs mewr(h) (kondu - having/taking),
@) m&Smg) (irukkirathu - is/exists)
e Combined meaning: is continuing (continuous aspect)

e Correct: wemip OLniig) OE NG E L ES]

(mazhai peydhu kondirukkirathu - It is raining)
o $\\text{moyaj pejdu kondirukkirodu}$
Analysis: In spoken and standard written Tamil, the
continuous aspect is typically formed by combining the
verbal participle with the inflected forms of the auxilia-
ry verb 'iru' (to be), often contracted. Using both
"Qasrew®”  and "@)msdmg”  separately to indicate

continuous action is redundant and grammatically in-
correct in standard Tamil. This likely reflects an attempt
to directly translate a more analytical structure or over-
segmentation of the auxiliary complex.

e  Example2: geusit  eupbgy el (i GCumuii mer.
(avan vandhu vittup poyittaan)

e Intended meaning: He came and then left.

e Error: Using "augh, el ®"  (vandhu vittu - having
come an left) and then
"Gumrull_Lresr" (poyittaan - he went). "supbgi
afl_(»" already implies the action of leaving after
coming.

o Correct: 9jeustt  eubg il Lmesr  (avan vandhu
vittaan - He came - implying completion) or
ojeuest  eubghl Gumermest  (avan vandhu ponaan -
He came and went/left).

Analysis: The combination of eupgai’ B and

Gumuili_1_mesr is redundant. supbgiail’ L medr itself can
imply the completion of the arrival, or a sequence can
be explicitly stated with appropriate verbs like sumbgi
Gumevrmesr.  This suggests difficulty with complex verb
constructions and aspect markers.

Influence of Spoken Language/Colloquialisms: Stu-
dents sometimes used colloquial words or phrases inap-
propriately in contexts that might require more formal
language, or their spoken language habits crept into
their more considered responses.

e Example: 9miGs e Guflw &gl b &g
@) mpHsIFs. (Angae oru periya kattidam Kkatti

irundhuchu.)

e Intended meaning: There was a big building built
there.

e Error: "sly @mpsids”  (katti irundhuchu) is a
highly colloquial contraction of "&1_L 1L 1q (hHSE!"

(kattappattirundhadhu - had been built) or
"& 19 wil(pH ST SBeT" (kattiyirundhaargal - they
had built).
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e Correct: 9B1Gs (1 Guiflw &L 191 1D
&L LUl 1g (BhDGI. (Angae oru periya kattappat-
tirundhadhu.) OR gmiGs (1 uflw

slgL Gemsd L 1gullhgrissT. (Angae oru per
iya kattidatthai kattiyirundhaargal.)

Analysis: While common in informal spoken Tamil,
using contractions and highly colloquial forms like

"G mbgiFs"  (irundhuchu - colloquial for @) mbsg -
irundhadhu) in responses to formal questions indicates a
lack of awareness of different registers or the pervasive
influence of informal speech.

Pronunciation Errors

Pronunciation errors were a distinct category, directly
observable in the audio data and transcribed using IPA.
These errors often impacted intelligibility and reflected
challenges in producing specific Tamil sounds or adher-
ing to phonetic rules.

Mispronunciation of Specific Sounds: Certain Tamil
consonants posed particular difficulties.

e Example 1 (Retroflex Consonants): Pronouncing sir
() or evor (n) or L (t) incorrectly.

o Word: usref (palli - school) - Correct IPA: $\\text
{pollr}$

e  Error: Pronouncing it closer to Lisvsd!
ard) - IPA: $\\text{polli}$

Analysis: The distinction between the retroflex liquid 'l'
and the alveolar lateral 'l' is crucial in Tamil and often
challenging for learners, including native speakers in-
fluenced by certain dialects or other languages. The
error involves failing to curl the tongue back sufficient-
ly for the retroflex sound.

(palli - liz-

e Example 2 (Alveolar Trill):** Mispronouncing m
() or (1)

e  Word: smhmi (kaarru - air) - Correct IPA: $\\text

{ka:tta} $
e Error: Pronouncing it closer to &riggi (kaarthu)
or similar sounds without the distinct alveolar trill.

Analysis: The alveolar trill 't' is a unique sound in Tam-
il and distinguishing it from the alveolar approximant

T ([J) can be difficult. Errors might involve substitut-
ing it with an alveolar flap or tap, or even the English 'r'
sound.

e Example.3 (Velar Nasal): Mispronouncing mi ()

when not followed by & (ka). While rare, some
students struggled with this sound.

o  Word: fmisip (cinkam - lion) - Correct IPA:

$\\text{simgom}$

e  Error: Pronouncing it closer to fesras1b (cinkam) or
FAevas o (cilkam).
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Analysis: The velar nasal 'n' appears before velar stops
(like &, ThI). When it appears finally or before other

consonants, it can be challenging, though less common
in natural speech elicitation on general topics.

Pronouncing Long and Short Vowels Incorrectly:
Confusing vowel length significantly changes the
meaning of words in Tamil.

(kadai - story) -
(kada) - IPA:

e Example 1:Pronouncing &ewg
Correct IPA: $\text{kodsi}$ as "&5"
$\\text{koda}$

Analysis: The error involves shortening the final diph-

thong /ai/ to a short vowel /o/. This changes the word

entirely ("sewng" means story, "&g" is not a standard

Tamil word, though could be part of a longer word or a
colloquial shortening).

Example 2: Pronouncing Liri (paar - see, imperative) -

Correct IPA: $\\text{pa:r}$ as "vuui"
er/other uses) - IPA: $\\text{por}$
Analysis: Failing to produce the long vowel /a:/ and

instead using a short vowel /o/ or /e/. This fundamental-
ly alters the word and its grammatical function.

(par - plural mark-

Completely Omitting or Swallowing Letters/
Syllables: In fast or informal speech, certain sounds or
syllables are reduced or omitted. Students sometimes
carried these habits into their more formal responses.

Examplel: Pronouncing eu(mammi (varugiraar - he is
coming) - Correct IPA: $\\text{vorugira:r}$ as
"eurmmi™ (varraar) - IPA: $\\text{vorra:r}$

Analysis: This is a very common phenomenon in spo-
ken Tamil where the syllable "-ugi-" (-ugr-) in the
present/future participial suffix "-ugira" (-ugiro) is re-
duced and the following consonant geminates
(doubles). While acceptable in informal speech, using
such contractions in formal contexts indicates a lack of
awareness of different registers.

Example 2: Pronouncing Fridll L rigssr

(saappittaargal - they ate) - Correct IPA: $\text
{sa:pattargal}$ as "#rin Lrmis"  (saapttaanga) - IPA:
$\text{sa:p:tta:ngo}$

Analysis: This involves vowel reduction and a change
in the final consonant cluster/suffix (-aargal to -aanga).
Again, this is a feature of colloquial Tamil that students
use in more formal speaking situations. The analysis
clearly indicates that Plus Two students in Madurai
District face challenges in multiple areas of spoken
Tamil proficiency. While some errors reflect fundamen-
tal gaps in grammatical knowledge (like subject-verb
agreement), others stem from the pervasive influence of
colloquial speech patterns or difficulty with subtle pho-
netic distinctions.

Recommendations for Improving Tamil Language
Learning and Teaching

To enhance Tamil language learning and teaching, par-
ticularly for Plus Two students, the following recom-
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mendations are crucial:

1. Revamp Grammar Instruction: Move beyond
rote memorization to focus on understanding and
applying grammatical rules through authentic ex-
amples. Implement targeted practice exercises for
frequent error types and explicitly address differ-
ences between formal written and informal spoken
Tamil.

2. Contextualize Vocabulary and Usage: Teach
new words with clear explanations of meaning,
usage in various contexts, and common colloca-
tions. Encourage active vocabulary use through
debates, presentations, and storytelling. Discuss
nuances between synonyms and highlight common
usage errors.

3. Implement Focused Pronunciation Training:
Dedicate time to explicit pronunciation instruction,
covering challenging sounds and auditory discrimi-
nation. Utilize audio-visual aids and encourage
student self-recording and teacher feedback. Ad-
dress colloquial pronunciations appropriately.

4. Adopt Constructive Error Correction: Provide
timely, encouraging feedback, focusing on com-
mon errors. Classify and discuss errors anony-
mously. Promote self-correction and prioritize clear
communication, adjusting correction intensity
based on activity focus.

5. Leverage Data for Teaching: Encourage teachers
to informally collect student speech samples to
identify classroom-specific errors. Utilize larger
standardized corpora (if available) to understand
typical error patterns and inform teaching materi-
als. Advocate for the development of computer-
assisted language learning tools based on error cor-
pus analysis.

Conclusion

This study, through the error corpus analysis of spoken
Tamil data from Plus Two students in Madurai Dis-
trict, provides valuable empirical insights into the spe-
cific linguistic challenges they face in oral communi-
cation. The research successfully identified and cate-
gorized prevalent errors across grammar, word usage,
and pronunciation, demonstrating that student difficul-
ties are multifaceted and often influenced by the com-
plexities of Tamil grammar, the nuances of vocabu-
lary, and the pervasive influence of colloquial speech.
The analysis highlighted key areas of struggle, includ-
ing subject-verb agreement, correct case marker usage,
appropriate tense selection, precise word choice, dif-
ferentiating synonyms, avoiding redundancy, and ac-
curately producing specific Tamil sounds and vowel
lengths. The examples drawn directly from student
speech vividly illustrate these challenges. By adopting
a data-driven approach, this study moves beyond anec-
dotal observations to provide a systematic understand-
ing of learner errors. The find- . .

ings underscore the need for (Continuedin p.125)
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Abstract

The concept of sustainable development first emerged in the context of environmental concerns in the World Charter

for Nature in 1982 and was detailed in “Our Common Future” in 1987. The concept of sustainable development cre-
ated by the Brundtland Report is defined as a development that meets the demands of the present without compromis-
ing future generations to meet their own needs. The need behind sustainability is to improve quality of human life,
protection of eco system and preservation of natural resources for the future generation. Water conservation, the use
of renewable energy, encouragement of ecologically friendly transportation, and improvements in green building and
architecture are just a few of the variables that impact environmental sustainability. India in general and Tamil Nadu
in particular has repeatedly demonstrated its dedication to environmental protection, climate change mitigation and a
concentration on renewable energy to decarbonize its economy. Various departments involved in achieving this tar-
gets are like the State Planning Commission, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Department of Environment and
Forest, Department of Rural Development, Department of Agriculture, etc. The government is encouraging policy-
makers and business executives to invest in least-cost energy solutions, secure and resilient energy systems, efficiency
and competitiveness, and social and environmental equity to drive short-term recovery and long-term resilience for
India’s better, greener future. This research paper gives an insightful analysis of environmental Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals spelled out by Tamil Nadu. Furthermore, this research paper emphasizes the significance of sustainability
in terms of waste management, green cover, technology adoption and financial requirements.

Keywords: Sustainable Development Goals, Environmental Equity, Environmental Sustainability.
Introduction

The survival and well-being of any nation depend on sustainable social and economic progress that satisfies the
needs and aspiration of the present without compromising the interest of future generations. Environmental conser-
vation is an integral part of the socio-economic development. But the spiralling population and increasing industri-
alization have posed a serious challenge to the preservation of our terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems.

India is one of the 17 mega-diverse countries in the world, which collectively account for 60-70% of the earth’s
biodiversity. India, a country with a high species variety, endemism, and agro biodiversity, supports an incredible
8.1% of the world's biodiversity despite having just 2.4% of the world’s landmass. Additionally, 16% of the
world's population of humans and 18% of the world's population of cattle live in India. According to estimates,
70% of India's population relies on local natural ecosystems for subsistence resources like food, water, fuel, hous-
ing, and health security Conservation and enhancement of life support systems like land, water, forests and bio-
diversity are important for ecological security of Tamil Nadu. Several initiatives have been taken by this Govern-
ment for pollution abatement in the rivers and lakes besides promoting environmental consciousness among the
school children and the public at large.

The State of Tamil Nadu in the past have taken efforts in increasing the forest density in the recorded forest area as
well as the tree cover outside the recorded forest areas, which has resulted in the present forest cover of 26,419 sq.
kms and 4424 sq. kms of tree cover. Due to the efforts taken in the past on forest and tree conservation, the State of
Tamil Nadu could bring 23.70% of its geographical area under forest and tree cover. Further the forest cover of the
State as per the ISFR 2021 has sequestrated 214.6 million tonnes of carbon which is 2.98% of the total carbon
stock of 7203 million tonnes stored in India forest cover.

It is well established that local and global issues linked with food and livelihoods, climate, good quality water and
air are intensified by the loss and degradation of the world's forests. Degraded landscapes are more susceptible to
calamities and harsh weather, such as landslides, floods, and heavy rain. By upgrading landscapes in ways that
provide long-term benefits on a sustainable basis, forest land restoration has the ability to effectively address these
problems. These benefits include better local climate regulations, improved flood and erosion control, species rich-
ness and economic opportunities for local people. Moreover, the restoration process results in higher living stand-
ards and greater resilience in those who depend on forests. Thus, forest land restoration improves the protection of
forests, soils, water sources, air quality, regional climate, and biodiversity.
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Sustainability in forestry has been talked about at length
at several National & Global forums. It is high time that
under the Green Tamil Nadu Mission, the concept of
economic, social, and ecological aspects of develop-
ment are practiced in principle for augmenting the socio
-economic & ecological benefits within and outside the
forest landscape. It has been recognized that ecological-
ly sustainable forestry addresses environmental issues
brought on by deforestation. In particular, environmen-
tally sustainable forest management enhances air quali-
ty by producing oxygen and trapping air pollutants with
the help of trees, reduces biodiversity loss by sustaining
a variety of flora and fauna; mitigates climate change
caused by the accumulation of carbon in forest soil and
trees and prevents soil erosion by stabilising the soil
with a forest floor and strong tree root systems, which
slow down water flow thereby reducing flooding.

Forest and their Significance in Tamil Nadu

Forests constitute 17.6% of the total geographical area
of Tamil Nadu compared to 23.4% for India as a whole.
The per capita forest area in the state is a meagre 0.04
ha, half that of the national figure. In recent years, these
forests have been exposed to further degradation. With
an estimated 100,000 villagers entering into them for
various consumptive uses, and about a million cattle
and other domestic animals grazing inside without re-
striction, the biotic pressure on these forests is im-
mense. According to an estimate, about 0.7 million
tonnes of fuelwood, 0.13 million tonnes of fodder and
green manure, and 10,000 m of small timber are annual-
ly removed from the forests. As a result of these pres-
sures alone, about 25,000 ha are estimated to be getting
degraded every year.

From an ecological point of view, however, these for-
ests are of immense value to the state, which is located
in a rain shadow region. The average annual rainfall is
about 860 mm and droughts are common. Forests are
located in critical catchments for a majority of the 32
river systems, 11 major reservoirs, and 38,863 small
reservoirs. The dependence on groundwater resources
for drinking and agricultural uses is one of the highest
in the country. Barren land at the start of the rainy sea-
son results in reduced moisture infiltration leading to
lower groundwater tables, even depriving people of
drinking water in several places. In recent years,
groundwater tables fell steeply and about half of the
state was observed to be in “absolute water scarcity”,
the highest water scarcity condition in the country

Heavy investments made in forestry and water harvest-
ing, and protection of plantations achieved through the
active involvement of villagers were attributed as the
major reasons for this improved performance. The pro-
gramme also generated about 60 million human-days of
employment in the form of nursery and regeneration
works in project villages, thereby considerably reducing
migration of villagers to cities. Further, the people’s
institutions led to substantial collective action in the
villages resulting in strict forest protection. Significant
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reductions in goat population, cattle grazing, wildfire
occurrence, and forest encroachments were also record-
ed in JFM implementing villages.

Green India Mission:

The National Mission for a Green India or Green India
Mission (GIM) is one of the eight missions under
NAPCC. It recognizes that climate change phenomena
will seriously affect and alter the distribution, type and
quality of natural resources of the country and the asso-
ciated livelihoods of the people. GIM puts the
“greening” in the context of climate change adaptation
and mitigation, meant to enhance ecosystem services
like carbon sequestration and storage (in forests and
other ecosystems), hydrological services and biodiversi-
ty, along with provisioning services like fuel, fodder,
small timber and NTFPs.

The mission aims at addressing climate change by en-
hancing carbon sinks in sustainably managed forests
and other ecosystems, enhancing the resilience and abil-
ity of vulnerable species/ecosystems to adapt to climate
change, and enabling the adaptation of forest-dependent
local communities in the face of climate variability.

The overarching target of the GIM is to double the area
to be taken up for afforestation/eco-restoration in India
in the upcoming years, thus taking the total area to be
afforested or eco-restored to 20 million ha. The Union
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change of
India (MoEF&CC) approved a target of increasing tree
cover by 53,377 hectares from 2015-16 to 2021-22
based on state submissions and demands. The other two
missions on mitigation are based on energy efficiency
or renewable energy, where a lot of initiatives with spe-
cific outputs and clear targets, new schemes and plat-
forms have emerged. Forests are central to NDC com-
mitments at the global level. India committed to creat-
ing an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes
of carbon dioxide equivalent through additional forest
and tree cover by 2030.

Key Features of GIM

Holistic view to ‘greening’: The mission takes a holis-
tic view of greening and the scope is not limited to just
planting. Rather, emphasis is placed on restoration of
ecosystems and a variety of habitats including grass-
lands, mangroves, wetlands, etc. Integrated cross-
Sectoral approach to implementation: The mission pro-
poses an integrated approach that treats forests and non-
forest public lands as well as private lands simultane-
ously in a given sun watershed/sub-landscape. Vulnera-
bility to climate change projections and potential for
carbon sequestration would be the key criteria for selec-
tion of the sub-watersheds/sub-landscapes.

Decentralised forest governance: The mission envis-
ages a key role for the local communities in project
governance and implementation. The mission proposes
to strengthen Gram Sabha’s as overarching institutions,
supported by thematic committees and user groups
(JFMCs, CFM groups, BMCs, etc.)
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Mission to facilitate development of REDD Plus
strategy: The mission proposes to set-up a REDD Plus
cell within the mission directorate to coordinate and
facilitate REDD Plus activities within the country. The
cell is expected to work out a comprehensive REDD
Plus strategy through an inclusive process. In fact, most
of the activities undertaken under the mission, including
the one on protection and enhancement of forests with
relatively dense forest cover, are in line with country’s
stand on REDD Plus.

Major Schemes on Tamil Nadu to achieve the Envi-
ronmental Sustainability

Hill Area Development Programme:

This scheme is being implemented for eco-restoration
in Nilgiris. The objective of the scheme is to enlarge the
permanent green cover and to regulate biotic interfer-
ence in the forest so as to preserve, protect and develop
the ecological condition through afforestation and soil
conservation and other developmental activities. Activi-
ties like tree planting in degraded forest areas, erection
of chainlink fence around shola forests, enriching de-
graded sholas through soil and water conservation
measures, scraping and maintenance of fire lines to
prevent forest fire are being executed under this
scheme.

Western Ghats Development Programme:

The Western Ghats in Tamil Nadu comprise of 5,596
square kilometres of forests, out of the total forest area
of 22,870 square kilometres. To avoid the degradation
of forest eco-system and to improve the existing status
of forests with the enriched fauna and flora of Western
Ghats, gap planting, construction of water harvesting
structures in micro watersheds, planting with minor
forest produce species and habitat amelioration and
manipulation for wildlife will be taken up. All schemes
under this programme will be implemented by involv-
ing people through Joint Forest Management and on
integrated watershed basis.

National Afforestation Programme:

Forest restoration requires establishment of strong and
lasting linkages between rural people and the Forest
Department for ultimate success. Realising this, the
Government of India is assisting States under the
“National Afforestation Programme”. This is a 100%
Government of India funded scheme and is being im-
plemented through 33 Forest Development Agencies on
Joint Forest Management basis. For the past 25 years,
afforestation works were carried out over an area of
67,815 ha. and village development works at a cost of
Rs.110.43 crores. Government of India has sanctioned
an outlay of Rs.5.98 crores for planting and mainte-
nance activities. In addition, plans are afoot to obtain
funding from National Bank for Rural Development
(NABARD) to support investment in forestry in rural
areas. At the local level, JFM villages also have tie-ups
with local commercial banks and other professional
development institutions.
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Raising teak plantations on padugai lands

The Forest Department has planted teak seedlings along
the canal bunds of Cauvery river and on Padugai lands
in Tiruchirappalli and Thanjavur circles under the
scheme of raising teak plantations on padugai lands
during 2020-21. About 30,000 saplings were planted at
Samayapuram Upparu, Natham and along Nattuvaikkal
at Melur covering a total area of 150 hectares at a cost
of ¥47.32 lakh. This is the fifth year of implementation
of the scheme that has been put in place with the multi-
ple objectives that includes meeting the timber require-
ments. Raising of teak plantations along the canal banks
was also to ensure that they were not encroached upon
and to check their erosion and enhancing green cover
outside the forest and reserve forest areas in these dis-
tricts

Combating desertification of land

Desertification of land is a major environmental prob-
lem, which has direct impact on the livelihood of the
inhabitants by way of declining food output, adverse
environmental and  socio-economic  conditions.
“Desertification” can be termed as a process by which
the productive potential of the soil and vegetation they
support gets reduced at a fixed level of inputs. The main
factors responsible for desertification are wind erosion,
runoff induced erosion, increase in soil salinity etc. The
major concern related to desertification is the loss of
natural ability of renewable resources to renew them-
selves and thereby impairing the livelihood security of
the people in the area. Desertification also leads to scar-
city of drinking water and reduction in irrigation poten-
tial

Tamil Nadu has about 3.7 million ha. of lands under
various stages of degradation. The main areas in the
districts of Ramnathapuram, Erode, Theni, Sivagangai
and Nagarathinam face this problem. Initially, a pilot
project is proposed to be taken up in Ramnathapuram
district, which will include Oasis Plantation for stabili-
zation of sand dunes, construction of check dams and
percolation ponds for soil and moisture conservation
and formation of Self Help Groups for alternate em-
ployment generation. The scheme will also involve
planting of legumes and grasses to support animal hus-
bandry in these areas. This project may become a model
for tackling larger areas in future under the “United
Nation Convention for Combating Desertification
Programme.”

Eco-restoration plan for selected lakes in Chennai
City

There are about forty six lakes in Chennai city. Most of
these lakes are polluted with sewage and garbage and
are environmentally degraded. Being in and around the
city, these lakes are also prone for encroachment. Chen-
nai being a water scarce city, the eco-restoration of
these lakes will go a long way in augmenting the water
requirements of the city and also will be recharging the
dwindling ground water table. During the monsoon
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season the residential areas around these lake areas get
inundated due to blockages in the natural drains to the
lakes.

Strategies to Environmental Sustainable to affor-
estation

Enabling Inter-Sectoral Linkages and Additional
Development Investment

Interest in JFM in low productive forest areas also gets
diminished if the local people have other profitable land
uses. This is particularly so in the context of current
global market dynamics and associated pressures,
which are bringing about fundamental changes in com-
munity characteristics, traditions, and livelihoods.
These transitions greatly influence local people’s need,
ability, vision, and willingness to work collectively for
forest management — especially when the public good
value of the effort is high and immediate benefit to lo-
cal individuals is low. These observations highlight the
need for alternative institutional approaches that go
beyond the provision of forest products as incentives to
villagers. As mentioned earlier, many JFM villages are
located in interior areas and a major demand of these
villagers was better government services and infrastruc-
ture. They range from simple needs such as getting ra-
tion cards to laying roads. In order to meet these de-
mands, the forest department obtained special govern-
ment orders to involve district level officials in JFM. A
state level committee was also constituted to monitor
and guide the implementation of this inter-sectoral inte-
gration policy for JFM.

Encouraging Corporate Investments in Forestry

Public-Private partnership is gradually emerging as a
strong force to augment investment opportunities in
forestry and environment sectors. One such notable
example is the TVS Group of Industries joining hands
with the state forest department to reforest some of the
degraded forest areas in the state through VFCs. The
TVS Group, a flagship automobile industry in the state,
has made significant contributions to JFM through its
social services wing in Vellore and Tiruvannamalai
districts and intends to adopt 50 more VFCs. In addi-
tion, plans are afoot to obtain funding from National
Bank for Rural Development (NABARD) to support
investment in forestry in rural areas. At the local level,
JFM villages also have tie-ups with local commercial
banks and other professional development institutions.

Extending TAP and Integrating JFM with other
Forestry Projects

Since omitting certain degraded forest areas has serious
consequences to the overall sustainability of the pro-
gram, efforts were also taken to expand the area under
TAP and to integrate it with other forestry programmes.
One of the consequences of implementing JFM in a few
villages is that the cattle from JFM villages move to
nearby non-JFM areas. This will accelerate forest deg-
radation there and also lead to increased conflicts
among JFM and non-JFM villagers.
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Recommendations

By learning from the past mistakes, it is essential to
move forward and improve on the current environmen-
tal situation in India. there is a great need in increasing
awareness about the environment at all levels and in-
volves the public more in environmental policy making
and its implementation. This will help put pressure on
the industries and the government to act more responsi-
bly toward the environment and the common people. It
is also necessary to develop more eco — friendly tech-
nology for sustainable development. This can be
achieved by offering more incentives and subsidies to
industries to use cleaner technology. The education
system across all levels also needs to incorporate envi-
ronmental education in its curriculum.

To achieve sustainable development of India, it is of
great importance that environmental policy and devel-
opment are given much more costs incurred in the fu-
ture. Preventive measures if taken now will help de-
crease the future costs in development and help in
maintain a clean environment and a healthy living.

Conclusion

The forest and tree cover in the state of Tamil Nadu is
23.6% of the total geographical area of the state. Pre-
serving and improving the health of the existing forest
is of prime importance in achieving the goal of Green
Tamil Nadu mission. A healthy forest contributes for
enhanced ecosystem services in comparison with a de-
graded forest and therefore increasing tree cover and
forest density by way of afforestation and the restora-
tion shall be the two pronged strategy under the Mis-
sion for improving the carbon sequestration capacity of
the existing forests and also provide for numerous indi-
rect services like decreased soil erosion, increased wa-
ter percolation, local climate regulations, improved
flood and erosion control etc.

Simultaneously, formation of SHGs, Strengthing micro
— credit and income generation, and ensuring women’s
empowerment would lend necessary strength and ca-
pacity to these local institutions to manage forests ef-
fectively. Sustaining the programme, however, was
found to be a major challenge in the absence of lasting
institutional mechanism and regular income flow to the
participating communities. The Tamil Nadu Afforesta-
tion Project (TAP) addressed these challenges by focus-
ing on (i) Providing stronger rights and responsibilities
for the local forest management (ii) developing specific
institutional measures toward empowering rural poor
and women, (iii) improved sectoral integration and flow
of additional development assistance and (iv) promot-
ing flexible and effective programme implementing
organizations and stakeholder capacities.
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Abstract

This paper delves into the realm of translation studies, focusing specifically on the intricate task of translating
books from Tamil to English. Recognizing the rich cultural heritage and linguistic complexity inherent in
Tamil literature, this paper embarks on a journey to explore innovative techniques aimed at bridging the gap
between these two distinct languages. Employing a qualitative methodology, this research paper meticulously
examines various translation methodologies and their applicability to the unique nuances of Tamil literature.
Through an exhaustive analysis, it unearths novel approaches that not only preserve the essence of the original
text but also enhance readability and cultural authenticity in the translated works. Our research illuminates
the significance of context-based translation strategies, which play a pivotal role in capturing the depth and
intricacies of Tamil narratives. Additionally, it highlights the importance of integrating cultural nuances into
the translation process, ensuring that the richness and diversityof Tamil culture are faithfully conveyed to Eng-
lish-speaking audiences. The findings of our studyunderscore the transformative potential of innovative trans-
lation techniques, offering a pathway towards more accurate and nuanced cross-cultural communication. This
research contributes to the burgeoning field of translation studies by shedding light on effective strategies for
translating Tamil literature into English. By presenting key insights and practical recommendations, this paper
aims to empower translators and researchers with the tools needed to navigate the complexities ofcross-cultural
translation successfully.

Keywords: Innovative techniques, Cross-cultural communication, Context-based translation, Cultural nuances,
Linguistic complexity.

Introduction

Translation serves as a vital bridge between cultures, facilitating the exchange of ideas, literature, and knowledge
across linguistic boundaries. Among the myriad of languages spoken worldwide, Tamil stands as one of the oldest
and richest, with a literary tradition spanning centuries (Kumar, 2018). As Tamil literature continues to captivate
readers globally, the demand for high-quality translations into English grows, presenting both opportunities and
challenges for translators and scholars alike.

The significance of translating Tamil literature into English extends beyond mere linguistic conversion; it embod-
ies a cultural exchange that fosters mutual understanding and appreciation. With its rich tapestry of myths, leg-
ends, and contemporary narratives, Tamil literature offers a unique insight into the cultural heritage and societal
values of the Tamil-speaking community (Ramanujan, 1999). Therefore, accurate and faithful translations are
essential to preserve the integrity and essence of these literary treasures for English-speaking audience

Despite the growing demand for Tamil-English translations, the process remains fraught with challenges, includ-
ing linguistic nuances, cultural differences, and stylistic variations (Muthiah, 2016). Traditional translation meth-
odologies often struggle to capture the depth and complexity of Tamil narratives, leading to compromises in fidel-
ity and authenticity. Thus, there is a pressing need for innovative techniques that can address these challenges and
elevate the quality of Tamil- English translations.

The research problem at hand revolves around identifying and evaluating innovative techniques for translating
books from Tamil to English. By delving into this problem, this paper seeks to enhance our understanding of the
translation process and contribute to the advancement of translation studies. Specifically, this study aims to ex-
plore how context-based translation strategies and cultural adaptation can be leveraged to improve the quality and
fidelity of Tamil-English translations. Here the book chosen for translation is ‘Oththamara thoppu’written by Ala-
gu mithran, an emerging Tamil writer.
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The objectives of this study are twofold:

To identify innovative techniques that demonstrate
promise in translating Tamil literature into English; and
to assess the effectiveness of these techniques through
a rigorous analysis of translated text. By achieving
these objectives, it aims to provide practical insights
and recommendations for translators, scholars, and
practitioners involved in Tamil-English translation en-
deavors.

The structure of this paper is organized as follows:

The research begin by reviewing the importance of
translation, especially from Tamil to English, in the
context of cultural exchange and literary preservation.
It articulates the research problem and delineate the
objectives of the study. Subsequently, this paper delves
into a comprehensive analysis of innovative techniques
for translating Tamil literature into English, drawing
upon both theoretical frameworks and practical exam-
ples. This paper discusses the implications of our find-
ings and propose avenues for future research in the
field of translation studies.

Literature Review

Translation is a multifaceted process that involves lin-
guistic, cultural, and contextual considerations, particu-
larly when translating from languages with distinct
cultural and linguistic characteristics like Tamil to Eng-
lish. This literature review explores existing research
on translation techniques, with a specific focus on
Tamil to English translation, as well as previous studies
on innovative techniques in translation.

Reviewing existing literature on translation techniques
reveals a myriad of approaches employed by translators
to navigate the complexities of cross-cultural commu-
nication. In the context of Tamil to English translation,
scholars have emphasized the importance of preserving
the cultural nuances and linguistic richness of Tamil
literature while ensuring readability and coherence in
the translated text (Kothari, 2009). Studies by scholars
such as Ramanujan (1999) have highlighted the chal-
lenges faced by translators in capturing the essence of
Tamil poetry and prose, particularly in maintaining the
intricate wordplay and cultural references present in the
original texts.

Previous research on innovative techniques in transla-
tion has explored alternative methodologies to enhance
the quality and fidelity of translated works. These tech-
niques range from computer- assisted translation tools
to collaborative translation approaches that involve the
active participation of native speakers and subject mat-
ter experts (Zeng, 2017). Additionally, studies have
examined the role of cultural adaptation and localiza-
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tion in ensuring that translated texts resonate with tar-
get audiences while remaining faithful to the original
cultural context (O'Hagan, 2018).

Despite the wealth of literature on translation tech-
niques and innovative methodologies, there remain
notable gaps that this research aims to address. While
existing studies offer valuable insights into the chal-
lenges and strategies involved in translating Tamil lit-
erature into English, there is a need for a more compre-
hensive analysis of the effectiveness of specific transla-
tion techniques, especially in the context of literary
translation. There is limited research focusing specifi-
cally on innovative techniques tailored to the unique
characteristics of Tamil-English translation, highlight-
ing the need for further exploration in this area. By
bridging these gaps in the literature, this research seeks
to contribute to the advancement of translation studies
and provide practical recommendations for translators
and scholars engaged in Tamil-English translation en-
deavors.

Methodology

This research employs a qualitative research design to
investigate innovative techniques for translating a book
titled ‘Oththamara thoppu’ from Tamil to English.
Qualitative research is chosen for its suitability in ex-
ploring complex phenomena and capturing the nuanced
aspects of translation processes (Creswell & Poth,
2018).

Given the nature of the research problem, a purposive
sampling strategy is employed to select participants
with expertise in Tamil-English translation and litera-
ture. Purposive sampling allows for the selection of
participants who possess the relevant knowledge and
experience to provide insightful perspectives on inno-
vative translation techniques (Palinkas et al., 2015).

Data collection methods primarily consist of semi-
structured interviews and document analysis. Semi-
structured interviews are conducted with experienced
translators, scholars, and practitioners involved in
Tamil-English translation projects. These interviews
provide valuable qualitative data on the participants'
perceptions, experiences, and insights regarding inno-
vative techniques in translation. Additionally, docu-
ment analysis involves the examination of translated
texts produced using innovative techniques, along with
related literature and translation guidelines.

To facilitate data analysis, thematic analysis is em-
ployed to identify recurring patterns, themes, and in-
sights across the interview transcripts and documents
(Braun & Clarke, 2006). Thematic analysis allows for a
systematic and rigorous exploration of the data, ena-
bling the identification of key findings and insights
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related to innovative techniques in Tamil-English
translation.

The analysis is supported by qualitative data analysis
software, which aids in organizing, coding, and analyz-
ing the large volumes of textual data generated from
the interviews and document analysis (Nowell et al.,
2017). The use of qualitative data analysis software
enhances the efficiency and rigor of the analysis pro-
cess, allowing for the identification of emerging
themes and patterns with greater precision. By employ-
ing a qualitative research design and utilizing semi-
structured interviews, document analysis, thematic
analysis, and qualitative data analysis software, this
research aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of
innovative techniques for translating a book from Tam-
il to English.

Innovative Techniques for Translating a Book from
Tamil to English

Translating Tamil literature into English presents
unique challenges due to the linguistic complexity and
cultural richness of Tamil texts. To address these chal-
lenges, several innovative techniques have been identi-
fied or developed, offering promising solutions for
translators and scholars engaged in Tamil-English
translation endeavors.

Context-based Translation

Context-based translation involves analyzing the cul-
tural, historical, and social context of the original Tam-
il text to ensure accurate and nuanced translation into
English. By considering the contextual cues embedded
within the text, translators can convey the deeper
meaning and cultural nuances effectively (Velayutham,
2012). For example, in translating Tamil proverbs or
idiomatic expressions, understanding the cultural con-
text is essential to convey the intended meaning accu-
rately. Translators may provide footnotes or glossaries
to elucidate cultural references for English-speaking
readers.

Advantages
Preserves cultural authenticity and linguistic nuances.

Enhances reader comprehension and appreciation of
Tamil literature.

Limitations

Requires in-depth knowledge of Tamil culture and lan-
guage.

May result in verbose or awkward translations if not
executed skillfully.

Collaborative Translation
Collaborative translation involves the collective effort

of translators, editors, and subject matter experts to
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produce high-quality translations. By leveraging the
diverse expertise of team members, collaborative trans-
lation facilitates accurate and culturally sensitive rendi-
tions of Tamil texts into English (Abraham, 2017).

For instance, translators may collaborate with scholars
or native speakers to verify translations, clarify ambi-
guities, and ensure cultural authenticity.

Advantages

Harnesses collective expertise and perspectives. Pro-
motes accuracy and cultural sensitivity in translation.

Limitations

Requires coordination and communication among team
members.

May encounter challenges in maintaining consistency
and coherence across translations.

Machine Translation with Human Post-editing:

Machine translation (MT) with human post-editing
involves using automated translation tools to generate
initial translations, which are then refined and correct-
ed by human translators. This hybrid approach com-
bines the efficiency of machine translation with the
accuracy and nuanced understanding of human transla-
tors (Hutchins & Somers, 1992).

While machine translation provides a starting point,
human post-editing ensures that translations meet the
desired quality standards and capture the subtleties of
Tamil literature.

Advantages

Improves translation efficiency and productivity. Ena-
bles rapid translation of large volumes of text.

Limitations

Requires human expertise to correct errors and main-
tain accuracy.

May result in inconsistencies or inaccuracies if not
adequately reviewed.

These innovative techniques offer promising avenues
for translating Tamil literature into English, each with
its advantages and limitations. By incorporating these
techniques into translation practices, translators and
scholars can navigate the complexities of Tamil-
English translation more effectively, thereby enriching
the global appreciation of Tamil literary heritage.

Analysis

To evaluate the effectiveness of innovative techniques
for translating a text from Tamil to English, a specific
Tamil literary work (first short story titled ‘Group pho-
to’ from the book Oththamara thoppu)was selected for
translation using the identified techniques. The chosen

siflor Gprd@ 20 : 1 atllreb 2026



text, " Oththamara thoppu" (Group photo story) by
Alagumithran, served as the basis for the analysis.

The application of context-based translation revealed
significant improvements in conveying the cultural
nuances and linguistic subtleties of the original Tamil
text. Through meticulous attention to contextual cues
and cultural references, the translated English version
captured the essence of the story the “ Group photo”,
enabling English-speaking readers to appreciate the
depth and complexity of the narrative.

Collaborative translation proved invaluable in refining
the translated text, leveraging the collective expertise
of translators and subject matter experts. By collaborat-
ing with native Tamil speakers and literary scholars,
the translation process was enriched with insights and
perspectives that enhanced the fidelity and authenticity
of the English rendition.

Machine translation with human post-editing facilitated
the rapid translation of the short story with some initial
inaccuracies and inconsistencies. However, human post
-editing proved essential in correcting errors and refin-
ing the translation to align with the nuances of Tamil
literature.

Quantitative analysis of the translated text revealed a
high level of readability and coherence, indicating the
effectiveness of the innovative techniques employed.
Moreover, qualitative analysis highlighted the success-
ful integration of cultural nuances and linguistic subtle-
ties, ensuring a faithful representation of the original
Tamil text in English.

Comparative analysis between the translated text and
the original Tamil text further underscored the effec-
tiveness of the techniques employed. While minor dif-
ferences in linguistic expression and cultural connota-
tions were observed, the translated text remained true
to the spirit and intent of the original work, demonstrat-
ing the success of the innovative techniques in bridging
the gap between Tamil and English.

The analysis reaffirms the efficacy of innovative tech-
niques for translating Tamil literature into English,
offering valuable insights for translators and scholars
engaged in cross-cultural translation endeavors.

Discussion

Interpreting the findings of this study in relation to the
research objectives sheds light on the efficacy of inno-
vative techniques for translating a book from Tamil to
English. Through the application of context-based
translation, collaborative translation, and machine
translation with human post-editing, significant im-
provements were observed in capturing the cultural
nuances and linguistic subtleties of the original Tamil
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text. These findings align with the primary objective of
the study, which aimed to identify and evaluate innova-
tive techniques for enhancing the quality and fidelity of
Tamil-English translations.

The implications of the findings extend beyond the
scope of this study, offering valuable insights for trans-
lation studies as a whole. By showcasing the effective-
ness of context-based translation in preserving cultural
authenticity and the collaborative translation in har-
nessing collective expertise, this research underscores
the importance of integrating innovative techniques
into translation practices. These findings contribute to
ongoing discussions in translation studies regarding the
intersection of language, culture, and technology, high-
lighting the transformative potential of innovative
methodologies in overcoming the challenges of cross-
cultural translation.

The practical applications of the identified techniques
hold promise for translators, scholars, and practitioners
engaged in Tamil-English translation endeavors. By
incorporating context-based translation, translators can
ensure that translated texts resonate with the cultural
and linguistic nuances of the original Tamil literature,
enhancing reader comprehension and appreciation.
Collaborative translation offers an avenue for leverag-
ing diverse perspectives and expertise, fostering collab-
oration among translators, scholars, and native speak-
ers to produce high-quality translations. Machine trans-
lation with human post-editing, despite its initial limi-
tations, presents an opportunity for streamlining the
translation process and increasing efficiency, particu-
larly for large-scale translation projects.

It is essential to acknowledge the limitations of this
study and identify areas for future research. While the
findings demonstrate the effectiveness of innovative
techniques in enhancing Tamil- English translations,
further investigation is warranted to explore the scala-
bility and generalizability of these techniques across
different genres and linguistic contexts. Additionally,
future research could delve into the integration of arti-
ficial intelligence and machine learning algorithms to
refine machine translation outputs and improve accura-
cy. Furthermore, longitudinal studies could examine
the long-term impact of innovative techniques on read-
er reception and cultural dissemination, providing valu-
able insights into the evolving landscape of translation
studies.

This study contributes to the advancement of transla-
tion studies by highlighting the transformative potential
of innovative techniques for translating Tamil literature
into English. By interpreting the findings in relation to
the research objectives, discussing their implications,
considering practical applications, and addressing limi-
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tations and future research directions, this research
paves the way for continued exploration and innovation
in the field of cross-cultural translation.

Conclusion

This research paper has examined innovative tech-
niques for translating a book from Tamil to English,
providing valuable insights into the translation process
and its implications for cross- cultural communication.
Through a comprehensive analysis of context-based
translation, collaborative translation, and machine
translation with human post-editing, several key find-
ings have emerged.

The application of innovative techniques has demon-
strated significant improvements in capturing the cul-
tural nuances and linguistic subtleties of Tamil litera-
ture in English translations. Context- based translation
proved effective in preserving cultural authenticity,
while collaborative translation harnessed collective
expertise to enhance translation quality. Machine trans-
lation with human post-editing facilitated rapid transla-
tion, albeit with the need for human intervention to
ensure accuracy.

The significance of this research lies in its contribution
to the advancement of translation studies, offering
practical insights and recommendations for translators,
researchers, and policymakers. By showcasing the
transformative potential of innovative techniques, this
study underscores the importance of integrating con-
text, collaboration, and technology into translation
practices. These recommendations extend to policy-
makers involved in promoting multilingualism and
cultural exchange, emphasizing the role of translation
in fostering cross-cultural understanding and apprecia-
tion.

This research highlights the importance of adopting
innovative techniques in translating Tamil literature
into English, thereby enriching the global dissemina-
tion of Tamil cultural heritage and fostering mutual
understanding among diverse linguistic communities.
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All that is gold does not glitter,

Not all those who wander are lost:

The old that is strong does not wither,
Deep roots are not reached by the frost.

From the ashes a fire shall be woken,

A light from the shadows shall spring:;
Renewed shall be blade that was broken,
The crownless again shall be king.

— J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring

There is freedom waiting for you,
On the breezes of the sky,
And you ask "What if I fall?"
Oh but my darling,

What if you fly? — Erin Hanson
There is not a particle of life which does
not bear poetry within it.

— Gustave Flaubert
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Abstract

The paper highlights the critical need to incorporate ecological concepts and political aspects to utilize literature as a
tool to cultivate environmental consciousness and commitment in society. Through this approach, it aims to empower
upcoming generations with the necessary understanding, abilities, and ethical principles to tackle environmental is-
sues. In the novel,Nectar in a Sieve" is narrated through the eyes of Rukmani, a peasant woman enduring constant
hardship. Her family includes her husband Nathan, a struggling tenant farmer, a daughter named Ira, and six sons.
Despite their poverty, they find contentment and adapt to their circumstances. However, the arrival of a tannery shat-
ters their fragile peace.The tannery, a symbol of industrialization, disrupts their village life, raising prices and cor-
rupting the community with greed. Rukmani opposes it, fearing its negative influence on the villagers. Her concerns
prove valid as her own sons abandon farming to work in the tannery, leaving their father disappointed.Although their
financial situation improves briefly, misfortune strikes again when the sons lose their jobs and are forced to seek work
in Ceylon, never to return. Alongside these man-made hardships, the family also faces the wrath of nature, enduring
droughts and floods that destroy their crops. Rukmani reflects on their suffering, recounting how nature has never
been merciful to them.

Keywords: Ecology, Politics, Poverty, Kamala Markandya, Nectar in the Sieve
Introduction

The evolution of Indian English writing is a complex topic, with some arguing its acceptance into the English liter-
ary canon came only in the late 1950s when Indian authors actively sought to establish it as a distinct discipline.
Others consider the earliest works by Indians in English as its true genesis. Bankim Chandra Chatterjee's
"Rajmohan's Wife," published in 1864, holds the distinction of being the first Indian novel in English, although it
was his sole venture in the language, as he penned his other fourteen successful novels in Bengali. Kylas Chunder
Dutt's "A Journal of Forty-Eight Hours of the Year 1945" (1835), predating Chatterjee's novel, depicts an imagined
armed rebellion against the British, but its journal format precludes it from being categorized as a novel. Mehrotra
highlights the significance of Dutt's work, noting the novel concept of insurrection, expressed for the first time in
Indian literature, which would later find expression in folk songs inspired by the 1857 uprising. The uncanny coin-
cidence of Dutt's imagined uprising occurring just two years before India's actual independence, and the publica-
tion of his work in the same year as Macaulay's "Minute," add further layers of intrigue. The irony is deepened by
the fact that Dutt's insurgents are educated, urban, middle-class Indians, the very class Macaulay envisioned as
"interpreters between us and the millions whom we govern." Nineteenth-century novels shed light on social injus-
tices, superstitions, and the dire conditions of peasants and workers in Indian society. Themes of women's emanci-
pation, education, and widow remarriage also emerged, marking a "renaissance" in Indian English writing.

Novel Writing in India

The tradition of novel writing in India, however, is an imitation of a Western phenomenon, diverging from earlier
Indian writings focused on metaphysical and transcendental knowledge, where the present world is portrayed as a
mere illusion. Another prominent figure in this literary landscape is Tagore, whose extensive body of work further
enriched Indian English literature. Rabindranath Tagore's creative genius shines in both Bengali and English, with
unparalleled prowess in prose, poetry, and songs. His vision sparked a democratic, artistic, and cultural revolution,
nurturing young minds at Shantiniketan, his university that attracted global talent. Tagore's "Gitanjali" (1912)
stands as a lyrical masterpiece, while his prose delves into the human condition, societal norms, and revolution,
inspiring generations of creatives and ordinary individuals alike. However, considering English Indian writing as
the sole representative of national literature is problematic, especially in Western academia. This approach over-
looks the rich tapestry of regional languages, each with its own unique values and narratives. The inclusion of Indi-
an English writing in the English canon is a significant milestone, granting the genre autonomy and distinguishing
it from Commonwealth literature or mere imitation. Early criticism resisted acknowledging its academic worth, but
its growth has solidified its place. This writing style emerges from a specific group — Indians proficient in English,
often more comfortable in it than their mother tongues. This does not diminish their talent; rather, they skillfully
convey the experiences of Indian characters living in India, despite not speaking or living an English life. This re-
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quires exceptional bilingual ability and profound in-
sight. As Raja Rao articulates in the foreword to
"Kanthapura," English is not truly foreign but integral
to our intellectual makeup, akin to Sanskrit or Persian
in the past.

Indian literature during the mid-20th century experi-
enced a shift as the nation transitioned from colonial
rule to independence. While some advocated non-
violent resistance, others believed in achieving freedom
by any means necessary. The partition, a traumatic
event, left a lasting impact and became a prominent
theme in literature. For instance, Khushwant Singh's
"Train to Pakistan" (1956) contributed to the genre of
Partition Literature, portraying the brutality and desper-
ation of the time. Salman Rushdie's "Midnight's Chil-
dren" (1981) and AmitavGhosh's "The Shadow
Lines" (1988) offered different perspectives on the par-
tition's impact. Post-independence, the initial optimism
faded, replaced by self-scrutiny and skepticism. Writers
like Mulk Raj Anand addressed issues of caste and
communalism. His novel "Untouchable" exposed the
pitfalls of a casteist Hindu society. The concept of mar-
ginalization emerged as a recurring theme in works
depicting lower caste individuals and women. Indian
English literature occupies a unique space, straddling
the divide between those proficient in English and those
who aren't. English serves as a gateway to upward mo-
bility, global connections, and advanced knowledge.
However, its influence extends beyond elite circles,
permeating the literary landscape with both linguistic
and cultural richness. Sansara Nagpal says,

The contribution of Indian writers to world litera-
ture in the English language and particularly to the
genre of the novel has created a unique place for
Indian English as much as the importance and sig-
nificance of creative Indian writing. In the new
phase of the 21st century Indian novelists in English,
there is no longer the perception that the Indian
English novel represents a recent literary occur-
rence; the Indian English is well and truly a recog-
nised literary phenomenon. To quote, — The New
York Times (16 December 1991) has called these
new Indian writers —Rushdie‘s children.l These
novelists, as Anthony Spaeth has pointed out, are
making conscious efforts to redefine English prose
—with myths, humour or themes as vast as the sub-
continent.l Moreover, Rushdie himself once told in
an interview in 1982: —I think we are in a position
to conquer English literature... (46)

Themes of marginality and alienation frequently surface
in Indian English novels. Anita Desai's "Cry, the Pea-
cock" (1963) explores the female experience within a
male-dominated society, while "Fire on the Moun-
tain" (1977) portrays isolation from family and commu-
nity. Upamanyu Chatterjee's "English, August" dissects
the estrangement felt by its characters. While the read-
ership for vernacular literature surpasses that of English
writing in India, the global reach of Indian English liter-
ature is undeniable. Early authors often wrote for a
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Western audience, explaining India's diversity and con-
forming to English literary conventions, sometimes
leading to accusations of "exoticising" India. K.R.S.
Iyengar's pioneering work on Indian English literature
opened up new avenues for critical analysis, establish-
ing parameters for discussions about its form, audience,
and impact. The readership issue remains complex,
extending beyond simple publishing concerns. The dis-
course surrounding the use of English in Indian litera-
ture persists. Some argue that English is an Indian lan-
guage, given its extensive use and the proficiency of
Indian authors. However, they face criticism from ver-
nacular writers who accuse them of being disconnected
from the masses and pursuing self-aggrandizement.
Interestingly, a new generation of Indian writers is
emerging that confidently incorporates Indian terms and
cultural nuances without feeling the need to provide
glossaries or explanations.

Critical analysis of Nectar in a Sieve

Kamala Markandaya’s Nectar in a Sieve has its focus
on human suffering. Markandaya’s novel Nectar in a
Sieve vividly portrays the multifaceted struggles of rural
Indian life, including natural disasters like floods and
droughts, as well as social issues such as superstition,
starvation, and the fight for survival. The book paints a
detailed and life like picture of village life in India, cap-
turing the essence of the rural experience. By setting the
story in a fictional south Indian village, Markandaya
creates a microcosm of the challenges faced by India’s
rural communities, touching on economic, cultural,
spiritual, and psychologiacal dimensions. What stands
out is the harmonious integration of these elements,
which is the true strength of her portrayal of rural real-
ism. Geetanjali says,

Rukmani’s profound anxiety and her love for land,
natural environment and for the native customs.
There is such a tough alliance that Rukmani gener-
ates with nature that no one can disrupt it, in the
rural or in the urban segment of her journey. In
spite of the enormous adversities that she struggles
against,both at the village and at the city as well, she
emerges out as a lone companion of nature. In this
aspect, women and land are equated here as they
both can be fertile or unfertile for cultivations and
children are like crops of the land. It is proved that
land and women are the submissive and productive
objects which are used and farmed by the men to
conclude the novel is a whimsey of materialistic eco-
feminism that also connects some organizations of
power, labor and property as the source of authority
over women and nature. The links are very much
understandable in the case of Rukmani and her
daughter Irawaddy who are the greatest victims of
this materialistic ecofeminism in terms of produc-
tion and reproduction. Probably the most serious
tests to mainstream philosophy are at the level of
abstract analysis and theory. As ecofeminism raises
important issues about the philosophical conceptions
of the self, facts and the knower, reason and ration-
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ality, and a host of favoured polarities that form the
backbone of philosophical imagining, even the con-
ception of philosophy itself. (476)

Nectar in a Sieve is narrated through the eyes of
Rukmani, a peasant woman enduring constant hardship.
Her family includes her husband Nathan, a struggling
tenant farmer, a daughter named Ira, and six sons. De-
spite their poverty, they find contentment and adapt to
their circumstances. However, the arrival of a tannery
shatters their fragile peace.The tannery, a symbol of
industrialization, disrupts their village life, raising pric-
es and corrupting the community with greed. Rukmani
opposes it, fearing its negative influence on the villag-
ers. Her concerns prove valid as her own sons abandon
farming to work in the tannery, leaving their father dis-
appointed.Although their financial situation improves
briefly, misfortune strikes again when the sons lose
their jobs and are forced to seek work in Ceylon, never
to return. Alongside these man-made hardships, the
family also faces the wrath of nature, enduring droughts
and floods that destroy their crops. Rukmani reflects on
their suffering, recounting how nature has never been
merciful to them.

It was as if nothing had ever been but rain. . .
.Nathan and I watched with heavy hearts while wa-
ters rose and rose, and the tender green of paddy
field sank under and was lost . . . there will be little
eating done this year . (Nectar in a Sieve, 43-44)

The whim of nature shifts its form again, but the result
is same:

[Drought] continued until we lost count of time. Day
after day the pitiless sun blazed down scorching
whatever still struggled to grow and baking the
earth hard until it spilt and great irregular fissures
gaped in the land. Plants died and grasses rotted,
cattle and sheep crept to the river that was no more
and perished there for lack of water. (Nectar in a
Sieve, 81)

Following a succession of disastrous periods, they are
unable to find stability, and the line separating wander-
ing, hungry animals in search of food from starving
humans becomes blurred.Ritu Gupta & Dr. Manisha
Dwivedi says on the role of political mis orientation in
thelives of the poor people in the novel Nectar in a
Sieve.

‘Kamala Markandaya had a primary expertise of
the liberty struggle within the Indian History. She
got concerned within the political upheavals that
barrel the terribly foundations of a people Empire
and it left an effect on her writings. Culture being
established within the temperament of the state, it's
visible not solely in domestic habits or sartorial is-
sues however conjointly in beliefs and convictions.
Markandaya’s major theme has been the cultural
clash of the 2 modes of life she has seen thus closely.
In Markandaya’s novel “Nectar in an exceedingly
Sieve”, Rukmani and Nathan square measure peas-
ants and that they square measure the victims of the
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system of landlordism, introduced by country.
They’re tenant farmers World Health Organization
don’t have their own land. That they had to pay land
rent, even every now and then once they don't have
any yield as a results of flood or famine. That they
had to face several trials and tribulations to create
the ends meet. Agriculture is that the main supply of
financial gain for the agricultural folks and so im-
portance ought to are given to agricultural yields
and utilizing the land for it, however instead trade
came within the sort of the work.(114)

In the novel Nectar in a Sieve, Hunger disregards both
human and qualitative norms.ecology, political ineffi-
ciency and poverty collapse the life of thepoor families
and it can be seen in the life of Rukmaniand Nathan.

Thereafter we fed on whatever we could find... Ear-
ly and late my sons roamed the countryside, return-
ing with few bamboo shoots, a stick of sugarcane left
in some deserted field, or piece... It was not
enough. Sometimes from sheer rebellion we ate
grass although it always resulted in stomach cramps
and violent retching. (Nectar in a Sieve, 91)

Even the much-sustained human relationships tend to
lose their significance if the stomachs are empty:

Of coconut picked from the gutter. . . other farmers
and their families in like plight to ourselves, were
also out searching for food; and for every edible
plant or root there was a struggle- a desperate com-
petition that made enemies of friends and put an end
to humanity. (Nectar in a Sieve, 91)

While there may be some comfort if a natural disaster is
the cause, tenant farmers like Nathan face a different
reality. They remain burdened by the constant need to
settle their debts with landlords who are quick to de-
mand payment, regardless of misfortune or crop failure.
This exploitation traps farmers in a cycle of perpetual
hardship. A significant aspect of "Nectar in a Sieve" is
its potent depiction of hunger, a theme enriched by
Markandaya's first -hand experience. As an astute ob-
server during her time in South India, she witnessed the
socioeconomic realities of village life, making the book
a powerful testament to poverty and starvation resulting
from ruthless exploitation. Sajan, Alina says,

Nathan’s family experienced the greatest loss when
they realize that the land has been sold to the tan-
nery. Even when forced to move to the city, in
search of their son Murugan, Rukmini’s heart
craved to embrace the land that had enabled them to
survive. It is this passion that finally made Rukmini
to go back to her village, taking young Puli with her.
The final return emphasizes her hopes for a better
future, in the very same land that had nourished her
(78)

This theme further exposes the deterioration of humani-
ty and morality as side effects of hunger. Kunthi is
forced into prostitution, driven to blackmail Rukmani
for a handful of rice. Raja, one of Rukmani's sons,

(Continued in p. 139)
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Abstract

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Purple Hibiscus is the story of a fifteen-year-old girl called Kambili, who narrates the
sufferings and dictatorship of her father. The whole family, such as Kambili, Jaja and their mother Beatrice, suffers
because of the patriarch of the family, Eugene, who blindly believes in Christianity and emotionally cuts himself off
firom his children, wife, and father. His religious fanaticism makes him a ruthless character and overshadows the
lives of his family members. Murray Bowen is a psychiatrist who is the founder of Family Systems Therapy. He for-
mulated the theory called Family Systems Theory. There are eight interlocking concepts in this theory. This novel,
Purple Hibiscus, has been deeply analysed in the light of Bowen’s concepts called Differentiation of Self, Emotional
Cutoff and Multigenerational Transmission, which results in the dysfunction of the family. Many works of literature
have been analysed to identify the research gap in this novel. Textual analysis has been done deeply to substantiate
the Bowenian concepts in analysing the major characters such as Eugene, Kambili, Jaja and Beatrice. Eugene’s
emotional cutoff with his children, wife and father leads them to differentiate themselves in the familial space. It fur-
ther leads to his brutal death because of his cruel, authoritative behaviour and the result of the family’s dysfunction.

Keywords: Emotional Cutoff, Differentiation of Self, Multigenerational Transmission, Authoritative Parenting,
Religious Fanaticism, Family Dysfunction, Patriarchy.

Introduction

In her debut novel, Purple Hibiscus, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie presents a family that serves as an archetype for
a traditional Igbo family in a patriarchal society. Two different families have been discussed in this novel. One is
orthodox, which follows Christianity blindly. On the other hand, there is another family that strikes a balance be-
tween their nativity, tradition, and modernity. They are the family of Eugene Achike and Ifeoma, respectively. The
family of Eugene Achike consists of four members, including Eugene Achike, the patriarch of the family, Beatrice,
the Mama, Kambili and Jaja. Being the patriarch of the family, Eugene imposes strict and orthodox rules to be
followed by other family members. He creates fear among children in the name of love, sin and God. He suffers
from religious fanaticism and assumes that it is his prime duty to save his wife and children to be away from sin.
The whole family is forced to abide by the rules, apart from their personal opinions. If they violate any rules, they
will be severely punished in the name of saving them from sin. The children are striving hard to satisfy their father
by following his instructions blindly.

On the other hand, Ifeoma, being a single mother, teaches her children about the values of her tradition and cul-
ture. They learn to respect both their tradition and modernity. She gives freedom to her children. She does not be-
lieve in strict rules and regulations. She brings them up with more self-respect and responsibility. She always con-
sults her children before making any further decisions about their family. She follows liberal and nurturing parent-
ing where whereas Eugene Achike follows authoritative parenting. He never allows his children, Jaja and Kambili,
to express their honest opinions and never enables them to do things as they wish. Therefore, the Family of Eugene
Achike is entangled with power and authority, which greatly influences the lives of Jaja and Kambili.

Adichie presents how Eugene Achike forces his family to portray themselves as well-educated and free from sins
through the lens of the teenage girl Kambili. It reflects the inner struggle of the individual characters and also criti-
cises the societal structures and ideologies that lead to their dysfunction (Tunca, 2009). Being the protagonist of
the novel, she narrates how they are denied basic rights and enjoyment in their lives. Their visit to Aunt Ifeoma’s
family brings abundant changes in their lifestyle. The entangled family starts deteriorating after Jaja's realisation
about life and freedom from the parenting style of Aunt Ifeoma. As Mama, Beatrice also feels empowered at the
end of the novel after having multiple miscarriages and physical and psychological violence. She decides to get rid
of her tyrant husband, who is ready to sacrifice his children by inflicting more pain through punishments for sim-
ple reasons. So, she poisons him and murders him at the end of the novel. Finally, Beatrice, Jaja and Kambili
breathe freedom and happiness.

Murray Bowen is the pioneer of the Family Systems Theory. As a psychiatrist, he formulated this theory after
carefully studying the various dimensions of the family, which affected the psyche of the individual in the late
1950s. He was treating schizophrenic patients, and his focus shifted from the individual patient to the family of the
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patient, and he formulated the family as a system. He
included more family members in his research and psy-
chotherapy with schizophrenic patients. Finally, he
found common patterns in human emotional systems
and gave birth to this famous Family Systems Theory,
which is also called Bowen’s Natural Systems Theory.
This theory proves that family members are intercon-
nected and the emotions and behaviours of the family
members do not belong to the individual but are shaped
by the dynamics and patterns of the family as a unit. To
analyse this interconnectedness of the family, Murray
Bowen formulated the Eight Interlocking Concepts —
Differentiation of Self, Triangles, Nuclear Family Emo-
tional Process, Family Projection Process, Emotional
Cutoff, Multigenerational Transmission Process, Sib-
ling Position, and Societal Emotional Process (Kerr and
Bowen, 1988).

According to Murray Bowen, a family is an organism.
It has various properties, and each part is emotionally
connected and dependent on the others. ISS Family
Institute mentions that:

A change in the system will automatically bring
forth changes in the other parts of the system. The
family system is characterized by automatic, instinc-
tual, reflex-like processes which evolve over the
generations. It points to the fact that our functioning
in families are very much emotionally influenced by
one another, and that our emotional interdependency
on each other is much more than we realize. Symp-
toms in individuals (e.g. physical, emotional and
social dysfunction) are conceptualized as reflective
of the intense emotional process in the family and
not as pathology in the individual (3)

This research article aims to study the lack of emotional
connection between Eugene Achike’s family mem-
bers in light of Murray Bowen’s Family Systems Theo-
ry. Bowen’s Emotional Cut-Off, Differentiation of Self
and multigenerational transmission are some of his
eight interlocking concepts. It analyses the tangled rela-
tionship between the father and the children in Eugene
Achike’s family in the novel Purple Hibiscus. Eugene’s
authoritative behaviour and parenting style, religious
fanaticism, and desire to control his family led to dys-
function in the family. It stands as a driving force be-
hind the differentiation to self, and emotional cutoff
among the family members, especially greatly influ-
ences the character of Kambili and Jaja. Differentiation
of Self and Emotional cut-off has been transmitted to
Kambili and Jaja from their mother. Bowen called this
concept the multigenerational Transmission Process. It
leads to the dysfunction Eugene Achike’s family under-
goes emotional distance and a lack of authentic commu-
nication, which mirrors Murray Bowen’s theory of
emotional cutoff. This dysfunction disables Jaja and
Kambili from developing a strong sense of self and
autonomy till the end of the novel.

Review of Literature

Scholars have examined problems of identity, patriar-
chy, subjugation of women, female biological experi-
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ences, and domestic violence in the novel Purple Hibis-
cus. Christopher Ernest Werimo Ouma's dissertation,
“Journeying Out of Silenced Familial Spaces in
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Purple Hibiscus” (2008)
focuses on the various contributions to the understand-
ing of family dynamics, including religion, culture, and
identity, in Nigerian Society. It further discusses the
impact of religion, which dominates family relation-
ships and leads to violence and repression. It presents
the journey of the protagonist Kambili from silence to
articulation. It also discusses the complexities of famili-
al spaces, which are greatly influenced by age, gender,
class and education. Shalini Nadaswaran’s research
article entitled “Rethinking Family Relationships in
Third—Generation Nigerian Women’s Fiction” (2011)
presents the evolution of women characters, and how
they challenge patriarchal structures to assert their iden-
tity. Sebastian Raja’s research article entitled “Tire to
Cope up the Patriarchal World as Portrayed by Adichie
in The Purple Hibiscus” (2023) throws light on Eu-
gene’s oppressive behaviour and control, which results
in psychological and physical violence and oppressive
family dynamics and how it greatly impact Kambili and
Beatrice’s identities and relationships. Angela Ngozi
Dick’s research article “Adichie’s Commitment to Fe-
male Biological Experiences in African Litera-
ture” (2022) highlights Adichie’s exploration of female
sexuality depicted in the cultural framework of Igbo
society. It further presents how Adichie boldly portrays
female sexuality, who challenges traditional Igbo cul-
tural norms in her second novel, Half of a Yellow Sun.
The research article titled “Women Friendship and Op-
pression by Men in Chimamanda Adichie’s Purple Hi-
biscus” (2023) written by Zainab M. Hassan, focuses on
the social structures which lead to oppression and fur-
ther investigates the various ways in which women are
oppressed by men in Nigerian society. It sheds light on
the importance of friendship in empowering women in
a traditional patriarchal society through the characters
of Ifeoma and Beatrice. The research article “Domestic
Violence in Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Purple Hi-
biscus” (2017) published by Margaret Fafa Nutsukpo,
highlights the gender-based domestic violence pictured
by Adichie in her novel Purple Hibiscus. This paper
further argues that the Nigerian societal construction
accepts domestic violence and subjugates women,
which is a reflection of deep personal issues rather than
a mere reflection of social norms through the characters
of Eugene Achike’s family. Alpaslan Toker’s research
article “Parenting Style in Chimamanda Adichie’s Pur-
ple Hibiscus” (2023) focuses on the significance of the
quality of parenting, which greatly influences and
shapes children’s language skills, cognitive process,
self-control, peer relationships and academic success.

Method

The novel Purple Hibiscus has been analysed compre-
hensively through an analytical approach. The text has
been examined thoroughly through the lens of afew
concepts from Murray Bowen’s Family Systems Theo-
ry. It focuses on the relationship between the members
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of Eugene Achike's family and how they struggled to
have their own identity because of patriarchy and the
religious, societal and cultural norms of the Igbo socie-
ty. Eugene Achike, the patriarch of the family, never
tries to bond emotionally with his wife and children. He
makes them follow his words as he follows the word of
God. In the name of religion and society, he pushes his
children to abide by his rules and regulations to save
them from sin. Beatrice, the wife of Eugene Achike, is a
very submissive wife, and she transmits the multigener-
ational process of submission to the patriarchy of the
family to her children. Though she is educated and be-
longed to a wealthy family before her marriage, she is
expected to be submissive to her husband even after so
much physical violence. This aspect has been transmit-
ted to her children. Till the end of the novel, Kambili
finds it difficult to find herself and her identity in socie-
ty. Thus, using Murray Bowen’s Family Systems Theo-
ry, this paper analyses the central characters and the
dysfunction of the family.

Discussion

Bowen's theory of emotional cutoff posits that individu-
als who experience unresolved emotional issues within
their family of origin often distance themselves physi-
cally and/or emotionally as a coping mechanism
(Udumukwu, 2011). Purple Hibiscus is a brilliant novel
that presents, as Coetzee comments, “a sensitive and
touching story of a child exposed too early to religious
intolerance and the wuglier side of the Nigerian
State” (PH). Eugene Achike is the patriarch of his fami-
ly who controls his wife Beatrice, Jaja and Kambili.
Adichie effectively presents the impact of cultural colo-
nisation on Eugene Achike and how it affects the other
family members. She draws attention to Christianity,
which brings negative impact and suffering to Jaja and
Kambili instead of making them feel safe and secure.
The religion itself draws insecurity to them through the
character of Eugene Achike. He is a tyrannical father
who punishes them severely for simple violations of his
rules and regulations.

Being a fervent follower of Christianity, Eugene Achike
imposes strict rules on her children and wife. He ex-
pects them to abide by the rules. If they had violated the
rules prepared by him, he would have given a severe
punishment. This created a fear among them. Adichie
brought forth Eugene’s blindfolded belief in Catholi-
cism through the narration of Kambili. When Mama
(Beatrice) refuses to meet Father Benedict after Mass
because of her tiredness during pregnancy, Eugene
(Papa) considers this a sin and beats her brutally until
she has a miscarriage. This shows that Eugene is not
an emotionally supportive husband. He and Beatrice do
not have an emotional connection as a normal husband
and wife do. This physical and mental violence emo-
tionally cuts her off from her husband.

Daria Tunca, in her article “Ideology in Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie’s Purple Hibiscus” published in 2009
mentions:
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Adichie's protagonist, Kambili, is the epitome of a
child trapped in a state of emotional fusion with her
domineering and abusive father, Eugene. Her jour-
ney reflects the struggle for differentiation as she
navigates a household marked by fear and rigid ex-
pectations, illustrating how her father's authoritari-
anism constrains her sense of self and agency,
which may lead to a profound emotional cutoff
when she seeks autonomy from his oppressive con-
trol. (2-3)

Kambili had cramps due to her painful menstruation, so
Mama asked her to have cornflakes before taking Pana-
dal, which would cure the cramps. When she is about to
finish the cornflakes, Eugene enters the room, and he
gets enraged on seeing Kambili breaking the Eucharist
fast and said: “You are eating ten minutes before Mass?
Ten minutes before Mass?” (Adichie, Purple 101).
Then he began to beat them all with the belt and said,

“Has the devil asked you all to go on errands for
him?” The Igbo words burst out of Papa’s mouth.
“Has the devil built a tent in my house?” He turned
to Mama. You sit there and watch her desecrate the
Eucharistic fast, maka nnidi?” (102)

Being a father of a girl child, he is not able to under-
stand her needs and sufferings. To him, God and
the Church are the prime importance. He is appreciated
in the church as a great Anthropologist who is always
ready to help the Church and the needy people, where-
as, in reality, he is not able to understand the emotions
and needs of his own family. He is not emotionally
available to them. Eugene does not allow his children to
enjoy life as the other children.

He insists that Kambili should come out of the school
once the bell rings because he explains that the driver,
Kevin, has a lot of other work to do. So Kambili never
makes any friends in her class except Ezinne, who vol-
untarily talks to Kambili. When Ezinne asks her why
she is running after the bell, Why don’t you walk with
us to the gate? Kambili replies, “I just like run-
ning” (51). Once she took a few minutes longer than
usual. Kevin informed that her father and Papa slapped
her left and right cheeks at the same time, so his huge
palms left parallel marks on her face and ringing in her
ears for days. Eugene’s tyrannical behaviour does not
accept even small mistakes of his children, and they
always have fear rather than love towards him. They
don’t even realise that their father is living their life, not
themselves. Even she is called as He prepares a sched-
ule for them to follow throughout the day. He divides
the time for their study, family, prayer, washing their
clothes and so on. If they missed anything in the sched-
ule, they would be punished severely. Once Kambili
came late from school, Papa slapped her with both
hands. He taught religion and discipline through vio-
lence to his children. Therefore, Kambili and Jaja are
not emotionally connected to their father. They are suf-
fering from Emotional Cutoff according to the theory of
Murray Bowen.
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Eugene is emotionally cut off from his father, too, be-
cause of Christianity. As mentioned earlier, Eugene is a
devout Christian, so he considers following the tradi-
tional Igbo religion is a sin. Eugene’s father, Papa-
Nnkwu is considered a Pagan by him because of his
strong belief in traditional Igbo religion, not converting
to Christianity. So, he never visited his father after he
converted to Christianity. He breaks his emotional con-
nection with his father. But he allows his children, Jaja
and Kambili, to visit their grandfather Papa-Nnkwu
once a year, just for fifteen minutes, “Your father said
you are to stay fifteen minutes,” Kevin said, as he
parked on the roadside near Papa-Nnkwu’s thatch-
enclosed compound” (63). They are also forbidden to
eat or drink anything in their grandfather’s house. Once
they stayed twenty-five minutes there, and Papa asked:

“Kevin said you stayed up to twenty-five minutes
with your grandfather. Is that what I told you?”
Papa’s voice was low.

“I wasted the time, it was my fault,” Jaja said.

“What did you do there? Did you eat food sacri-
ficed to idols? Did you desecrate your Christian
tongue?

Papa slapped Jaja’s face and it sounded “like a
heavy book falling from library shelf in school.” (69)

This detangled emotional connection with his father and
religious fanaticism leads Eugene to skip his father’s
funeral. Bowen says:

“If one does not see himself as part of the system,
his only options are either to get others to change or
to withdraw. If one sees himself as part of the sys-
tem, he has a new option: to stay in contact with
others and change self” (Kerr and Bowen, 1988: 272
-273).

Since his father is not baptised, he is not ready to take
part in a Pagan’s funeral. So, he offers money to his
sister, Ifeoma, to do the funeral rites. But she refuses to
accept it and asks him to leave her house. He does not
worry about losing his father, but about the religion.
Further, he also punishes his children for not communi-
cating the presence of Papa-Nnukwu at Aunt Ifeoma’s
house with them. He says to Kambili:

You knew your grandfather was coming to Nsukka,
didn’t you?... You knew you would be sleeping in
the same house with a heathen? So you saw the sin
clearly and walked right into it? ...He lowered the
kettle into the tub, tilted it towards my feet. He
poured the hot water on my feet, slowly... The pain
of contact was so pure, so scalding... That it is what
you do to yourself when you walk into sin. You
burn your feet (194)

Eugene is not only emotionally cut off from his children
and father but also from his wife, Beatrice. He never
loves her and always treats her with disrespect. He ex-
pects her to be submissive and subjugate herself to him.
He often physically abuses her, which leads to many
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miscarriages. She has no freedom or rights in the house.
He considers her a mere slave to him who satisfies his
physical and basic needs in his house. But she is very
much attached and emotionally connected towards her
husband and tolerates all kinds of humiliation. She nev-
er talks badly about Eugene to her children. She ex-
presses her gratitude towards her husband for not taking
a second wife, even though the whole village is con-
vincing him. Because of this gratitude, she accepts all
sufferings and pains submissively. But Eugene never
realises the love of his wife and children towards him.

When Kambili gets assaulted by her father, she wants
her Mama to do something against the brutality of her
Papa. She doesn’t want to remain silent hereafter be-
cause she realises that nothing could change or bring
love and kindness to her father. If Eugene is emotional-
ly connected towards his family, he could not exercise
this brutality and violence towards his family. This
emotional cut-off distances him from all his family
members, and he could not shower love or connect with
them till the end of his life, according to Bowen’s theo-
ry. This lack of emotional connection brings him to his
fatal end. Beatrice could not bear his inhuman actions
towards her so she poisons his tea and decides to em-
power herself to get away from all the pains and suffer-
ings. She explains to her daughter Kambili that Eu-
gene’s body is taken for autopsy. Kambili observes:

Her movements were calm and slow. When she
spoke, her voice was just as calm and slow. “I start-
ed putting the poison in his tea before I came to
Nsukka. Sisi got it for me, her uncle is a powerful
witch doctor.” (290)

Longdet, in his research article A Palimpsestic Reading
of Female Identity in Chimamanda Adichie’s Purple
Hibiscus,” points out that Bowen's theory of emotional
cutoff emphasises the importance of maintaining bal-
anced emotional connections within the family system.
This lack of emotional bonding leads to the differentia-
tion of self within the family. In this novel, the Protago-
nist Kambili develops the gradual process of differenti-
ation from her authoritative father Eugene. Eugene pos-
sesses extreme religious beliefs and foul behaviour fos-
ters fear and emotional repression of his wife and chil-
dren in his family. It leads to the dysfunction of the
family. Kambili is the major character who differenti-
ates herself in the family. Though she sees the world
through her father’s eyes, she cannot emotionally con-
nect with her father till the end of the novel. She blindly
accepts the rigid rules and regulations prepared by her
father. She is not aware of the lives of other girls until
she visits her aunt Ifeoma’s house. She constantly lives
with the fear of her father, which makes her differenti-
ate herself in the family. She tries very hard to get ap-
preciation from her father by doing things he likes. She
accepts the enforced silence because of her father and
thinks that this is a normal life for everyone. She could
not identify herself, i.e. what she is, what she likes and
doesn’t like, etc. She just lives a life designed by her
father not according to her wishes and ideas.
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Kambili feels very different when she is exposed to the
reality of the world outside. When she visits her aunt
Ifeoma’s house, she is not able to adapt herself there.
She feels different because of her father’s treatment at
her house. In Aunt Ifeoma’s house, she finds everything
different and can’t accept that. She often gets confused
about who is right, either her Papa or her aunt, Ifeoma.
She differentiates herself from her aunt’s family. So she
remains silent for long days and doesn’t know how to
smile. This lack of self-realisation is only because of
her father Eugene’s detangled emotions and emotional
cut-off between him and the members of his family.
She couldn’t accept the reality as easily as Jaja did. Jaja
easily breaks the wall built by his father around him
and starts to enjoy the freedom and life in Nsukka. But
Kambili finds it difficult to do. Even she feels different-
ly about the behaviour of the priest Father Amadi who
is a friend to Aunt Ifeoma’s family. She often com-
pares him to Father Benedict at Enugu. Father Amadi is
totally different and very friendly too.

Slowly Kambili understands the parenting style of her
Aunt Ifeoma. Aunt Ifeoma is an independent woman.
She allows her children to share their ideas and opin-
ions and doesn’t make any judgments about them. She
is a brave and expressive woman, too. She accepts
Christianity with the blend of her nativity. Kambili
finds this aspect of Ifeoma very different because her
father Eugene never allows them to show their nativity
in public. Kambili and Jaja are never allowed to talk in
Igbo in public and should always prefer English to
show their standard. But Aunt Ifeoma has great respect
and love for Igbo rituals and culture. This brings many
changes in Kambili. Father Amadi also helps her to
understand her true self and Christianity.

Jaja is another character who differentiates himself
from his family. Like the protagonist Kambili, he also
tolerates his father’s abusive behaviour. But he main-
tains a good emotional connection with his sister Kam-
bili. Though both of them study in different schools,
they make sure that they have lunch together during
their travel back home in the car. He cares for his moth-
er and his sister, unlike his father. He also lacks
an emotional connection with his father, which leads
him to differentiate himself from his family. When he
visits his Aunt Ifeoma’s house, he breaks the wall
around him easily, which was built by his father. He
enjoys his self in Nsukka. He loves the way of life in
his aunt Ifeoma’s house. Her style of parenting gives
him strength and empowers his bravery. Thus, he starts
to stand up against his father soon after he comes from
Nsukka. He sets out to cut himself away from his father
and rebels against him in all possible situations. Like
his father Eugene’s anger, his death also does not have
no impact on Jaja. He takes it very casually and bears
the punishment to save his mother.

According to Bowen’s theory, Eugene, as a patriarch,
fails to maintain an emotional connection with his fami-
ly members, which leads to his brutal death. His abu-
sive behaviour and extreme religious beliefs distance
him from his own family, and it further nurtures the
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fear and emotional suppression. It also makes the
children differentiate themselves within their own
family, further they struggle to find their own identity
both in the family and society. Jaja and Kambili’s
journey towards their self-discovery brings huge aware-
ness of their father’s emotional cutoff from them and
also brings a desire to assert their own identity in their
life.

Conclusion

Murray Bowen’s interlocking concepts such as emo-
tional cut-off, differentiation of self and multigenera-
tional transmission, offer a deep and valuable under-
standing of the grief-stricken life of the Achike family.
The narrative also reveals that the intergenerational
transmission of emotional patterns and dysfunction of
the family echoes the experiences of their childhood
and ancestors. Eugene Achike completes his studies in
the Christian missionary school, where he undergoes
severe punishments for violating the violation of rules
and regulations. The missionaries imposed Christianity,
fear of God and sin through authority and physical vio-
lence because they considered them barbarians. They
wanted to bring changes and help them become civi-
lised people in society. It has been transmitted by Eu-
gene to his family. Thus, he believes that it is his prime
duty to save his family from sin. It marks the dysfunc-
tion of the family.

The emotional cutoff is intensely exemplified through
the character of Eugene Achike. His lack of emotional
detachment from his family members brings dysfunc-
tion to the family. His authoritative parenting enables
his children, Jaja and Kambili, to move away from him.
They never find solace and comfort in their house. Eu-
gene inflicts fear and silence among them. They suffer
from a lack of emotional bonding and lose their own
identity because of their father’s emotional cut-off from
them. When the layers of dysfunction in the Achike
family are examined, it is clear that Papa Eugenia's au-
thoritarian parenting style acts as a trigger for emotion-
al distance among family members, eventually imped-
ing their ability to connect and express themselves
emotionally in a healthy way.

Thus, the research paper examines how Adichie's
"Purple Hibiscus" effectively explores the Bowenian
ideas of emotional cutoff, differentiation of self and the
generational transfer of dysfunction within the Achike
family, shedding light on the complex network of rela-
tionships that influence the experiences of both the
characters individually and collectively.
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(Continued from p. 133)

sorts to theft and faces a tragic end. Ira, desperate to
save her brother from starvation, sells herself to the
tannery workers. Priya says,

The novel primly focuses on the demoralizations
and deaths caused by poverty and hunger. The fam-
ily of Nathan and Rukmani is a simple and a peace-
ful household representing the rural Indian peasant
community. Smooth course of life is destroyed by
natural calamities as well as by the industrial exploi-
tations; the family has not only lost its land but also
its members due to hunger. Knowing nothing to do,
Nathan and Rukmani reach the city where they be-
come beggars and at last the extreme tiredness kills
Nathan bringing Rukmani back to the village.
Though the characters suffer unendingly, the novel
ends with the hope of survival as the characters in-
terpret death as relief but not as suffering. (132-133)

While exploring these central ideas, Markandaya crafts
a world of the proletariat. Her primary theme reflects
her genuine concern for the impoverished, exploited by
the bourgeoisie and subjected to nature's misfortunes.

Conclusion

The story also explores the broader socio-economic
forces that erode traditional agrarian life. Markandaya
exposes the exploitation and dehumanization inherent
in systems of poverty and industrial progress, showing
how they disrupt rural communities. Her refusal to ro-
manticize the hardships faced by her characters adds
realism to the narrative, compelling readers to confront
the harsh realities of economic and social inequality.
Through her storytelling, Markandaya creates a power-
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ful and thought-provoking account of resilience amidst
adversity.One of the most compelling aspects of Nectar
in a Sieve is its honest and heart-wrenching depiction
of rural life. Through Rukmani's moving narration,
readers are immersed in a world where fear and uncer-
tainty dominate daily existence. While industrial pro-
gress promises change, it also brings exploitation and
displacement, exposing the profound injustices of colo-
nial society.
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Abstract: Toni Morison’s Beloved explores the psychological trauma through the life of Sethe, a formerly en-
slaved woman haunted by her past. This paper aims to examine the deep psychological scars left by slavery, focus-
ing on the trauma, guilt, and fragmentation that define Sethe’s mental state. The continuous haunting of the events
of the past in Sethe’s life represents both her repressed memories and the collective trauma of slavery. Her struggle
with maternal identity, memories of the past highlights the enduring psychological impact of enslavement. This
paper highlights on how Sethe’s suffering embodies the pain of Black women in America.

Keywords: Psychological torment, trauma, slavery, memory, maternal identity, haunting

Postcolonialism can be considered as the aftermath of colonialism or a study of an impact that colonialism has left
in a society or in an individual’s mind. Slavery was predominant in America in the 17™ and 18" centuries people
were kidnapped from the continent of Africa, forced into slavery in America and exploited to work as indentured
servants and labor in the production of crops. It was mainly dominant in the Southern part of America where ump-
teen numbers of slaves were employed in different parts of a white household. Many escaped the clutches of slav-
ery and ran towards the North where there was tolerance and freedom. Only a very few succeeded in their journey
with great a struggle.

The novel Beloved by Toni Morrison deals with slavery and its aftermath through distinctive characters. Toni Mor-
rison focuses more on mental trauma that a slave undergoes in his/her treatment. Slavery can haunt a person’s
mind forever. The character Sethe from Beloved is an excellent example of that. She was mentally traumatized by
some events that happened in her life. When she was a slave, she was abused sexually, and she was nearly beaten
to death by her owner which left a scar which never healed both in her body and in her mind. As the novel pro-
gresses we can see the traces of slavery haunting her mind and her suffering in accordance to her past life as a
slave.

Sethe was a household slave in a place called ‘Sweet Home’. She was living under Mr. & Mrs. Garner who treated
her in a satisfactory way and she was married to a fellow slave named Halle. After the death of Mr. Garner a man
named Schoolteacher came to run the ‘Sweet Home’, he was a cruel and arrogant man with a keen interest in ob-
serving characters. He had the habit of measuring people and analyzing them. He also measured Sethe but she
couldn’t understand the purpose of his actions.“Schoolteacher’d wrap that string all over my head, cross my nose,
around my behind. Number my teeth.” (Beloved 226).

One day Sethe passed by the room where Schoolteacher was teaching his boys and she happened to over hear what
Schoolteacher was telling his boys. He mentioned about the character of Sethe comparing her with an animal. “I
told you to put her human characteristics on the left; her animal ones on the right.” (Beloved 228). Sethe never
knew the meaning of the word ‘Characteristics’ until she came to know from Mrs. Garner then only she realized
that she was dehumanized and was considered as an animal in the eyes of her owner. This incident broke her men-
tally and she was traumatized permanently. The other incident that left a never healing scar on her was when she
was abused by the nephews of Schoolteacher. They abused her sexually while he was watching.

“I am full of it God damn it of two boys with mossy teeth, one sucking on my breast the other one holding me
down, their book-reading teacher watching and writing it up.” (Beloved 83). This shows the brutal treatment that
altered Sethe’s mind forever, she was forced to give up something that’s her own, and she had nothing to call on
her own even her children, while they were slaves. Sethe only had her milk to offer them as her own but here it
was stolen by these boys without her consent. “Milk was all I ever had.” (Beloved 187).

In the state of slave women, they cannot consider their children as their own as they also are slaves to their owner
and he can do whatever he pleases to do with them. “Look like I loved em more after I got here or maybe I could-
n’t love em properly in Kentucky because they wasn’t mine to love.” (Beloved 190). This made them to live in a
constant fear of separation and anxiety, Sethe also went through all these struggles and she cooked up an escape
plan and succeeds by sending her three children before her to Ohio, where her mother in law lived. She also joins
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them after a long hard journey which she will never
forget. She starts to live a life of freedom for twenty
eight days until she saw a hat on her pathway that re-
sembled the Schoolteacher and immediately her mental
switch got flipped. She ran to the backyard collecting
her children and tried to kill all of them but she falls
short and manages to kill one of her children whose
name was later engraved in the tombstone as
‘Beloved’.

The corrupted mind of Sethe by her past experience of
being a slave didn’t want her children to be considered
as animals and get their bodies measured. “A pretty
little slave girl had recognized a hat, and split to the
woodshed to kill her children.” (Beloved 186). Sethe
didn’t want them to undergo the physical torture that
will be inflicted upon every slave regardless of their
duty. She was filled with the past memories that haunt-
ed her in her present life, she was beaten by School-
teacher who once broke her back and made it to look
like a tree. “Schoolteacher made one open up my back,
and when it closed it made a tree.” (Beloved 20). This
refers to her back being bruised by Schoolteacher’s
whip. All of these came to her mind when she saw that
hat and it led her to commit the crime of killing her
child.

Toni Morrison portrays the life of Sethe in a manner
that represents every slave, that she has no sense of
belonging anywhere. She barely knew her mother, and
had spent lesser time with her husband, she had no time
to take care of her children because she feel they are
not her own. Sethe had a rough childhood and she did-
n’t know her mother well enough, “I don’t remember. 1
didn’t see her but a few times out in the
fields.” (Beloved 72). But after she escapes from the
Sweet Home everything changes for a fleeting moment
of twenty eight days. But that’s when the Schoolteach-
er came and triggered her past and she turned into a
monster for an instance, she thought killing her chil-
dren would be a cautious thing to do rather than letting
the shackles of slavery bind them forever. She did that
to protect her children and yet it was a bitter-sweet
victory because she lost a child and on seeing this pic-
ture of a monster Schoolteacher leaves her alone and
goes away but that resulted in her family becoming a
social outcast in their society.

Hurlock in her book “Personality Development” states
that there are three characteristics of abnormal person-
ality: maniac syndrome, psychopathic personality, and
delinquent personality (Hurlock 39). We can find some
of the indication in the character of Sethe. She had a
delinquent personality, which according to Hurlock is
characterized by strong drives, weak conscience, de-
fensiveness, anxiety, tension, emotional, immaturity,
rebellion, and hypersensitivity. These elements can be
seen in the action of Sethe killing her child on the sight
of Schoolteacher. She was defensive and was driven to
commit the murder in a sense of rebellion against the
enemy from her past.
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The influence of the past, present and future on behav-
ior is also strong to form a personality. Pervin in his
book “Personality: Theory and Research” states that
the present can be influenced by the experience of the
remote past or of the recent past (Pervin 16). Sethe was
constantly haunted by her memories of her past “Some
things go. Pass on. Some things just stay. It’s never
going away.” (Beloved 43). Whatever changes that
Sethe had done in her life in the present she was unable
to forget her past and its impact in her life was very
deep rooted and it was reflected in her actions. Later in
her life Beloved, considered to be her long last daugh-
ter shows up in her life and completely alters it, Be-
loved was not only that but was a constant reminder of
the past life of Sethe and she constantly asks questions
about her past which Sethe wanted to forget but she
couldn’t. Even though she managed to free herself and
her children from slavery but was not able to live a life
of freedom. The memories from her past continued to
haunt her while she lived at 124, Bluestone road with
her family. She was dehumanized and stripped off of
her identity as a human being and that made her to
question her existence.

Sethe didn’t feel a sense of belonging anywhere, she
lived as a slave right from her birth and even after her
emancipation she didn’t feel free, every day she had
to struggle against her past life “Nothing better than
that to start the day’s serious work of beating back the
past.” (Beloved 86). Being colonized changes a per-
son completely and they can’t escape from it, Toni
Morrison’s Sethe is an ideal example for that. Being a
slave they are subjected to the wants and desires of
the colonizers. The subjects are stripped off of all
their individuality and they are programmed by the
colonizers to not think on their own. They are only
allowed to do what their master is pleased with. If
they rebel or fail they are met with physical and sexu-
al abuse which results in permanent damage to their
mindset and it alters their personality without a way to
restore it back.
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The art of narration plays a key role in grasping the reader’s attention. A good narration has the ability to trigger
and conjure up a mental picture in the reader’s mind. The narration plays a crucial role in enhancing the nuances
and twists in a story. Reading a book with gripping narrative is equal to dreaming with open eyes. Just like the
screen play in a movie, the narration controls the direction in which the story moves. Maintaining consistency in
narration avoids disruption among the readers. Lack of consistency in narration may drag the readers from fiction-
al dream. A multi-linear narrative is one such unique narration which focuses on a series of events that confluence
at a planned conclusion. It contains multiple linear narratives that intersects in various places. Ultilising this narra-
tive style in “RAM CHANDRA SERIES”, Amish Tripathi has unfolded three linear narratives titled RAM, SITA,
and RAAVAN which confluence in the fourth part WAR OF LANKA. In this paper, I have focused much on the
impact of multilinear narration and how the writer efficiently handles it to weave the storyline in “RAM CHAN-
DRA SERIES.” The following image vividly explains the way how the multilinear narrative gets implemented in
the first four novels of this pentalogy.

The linear narration picturises the protagonist and the antagonist with a day and night contrast. It centres around
the life of protagonist and all the incidents gets weaved in support of his or her deeds. While the villain gets craft-
ed as a pure sadist providing little room for goodness, the hero remains as an epitome of virtues in all adverse cir-
cumstances. The narration gets so intense that the readers tend to attach themselves with the protagonist. In such
narrative, the antagonist becomes auxiliary by giving the protagonist a prominent role.

To break this conventional style, the budding writers
handle innovative narrative style to pen their creativity.
Multilinear is one such narration which gives equanimity
to various characters. The writer achieves this by writ-
ing multiple linear stories which gets confluence in the
final part. Further, it enable the writers to provide ut-
most insight in designing their characters. Amish has
aptly utilised this technique to focus much on Ram, Sita, Birth of Raavag
and Raavan. The writer has carved all these characters )
with intricate details by dedicating a separate book to Birth of Sita
analyse and interpret their role. Each book centres

around these major characters detailing their individual —

life journey.

Sita Raavan
Warrior of Mithila han of
Book 20f Ram Chandra Series B0k 3 of R Ot gy

Ram
Scion of Tkshvaku
Book 1 of Ram Chandra Series

All the three parallel narratives begins with their births
and converges at Sita’s kidnap. To highlight the impact
of multilinear narration, I have picked up certain inci-
dents from the first three part of this pentalogy titled
“RAM CHANDRA SERIES.” The motive of this re-
search paper is to explore and comprehend the effective-
ness of multilinear narration from various dimensions.
The unhappy childhood of Ram, Sita, and Raavan played Kidnapping of Sita
a key role in shaping their future. The characters’ per-
ception, commitment, and integrity gets exposed as the
story unfolds. Though all the three characters shared a
common flash back, their approach towards life is totally
different. Apart from their nature and intuition, they
moulded themselves to set a mark and turn their life into
a history. Both Ram and Sita are very keen on forming a
perfect Meluhan dynasty. On the other hand, Raavan

Ram & Sita’s wedding v
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wishes to demolish Sapt Sindhu, the land which killed
his Vedavati. Though their motive differs, the fate
brings them together in the end.

All the three parallel narrations intersects rarely provid-
ing varied perceptions. One such scene is Sita’s Gupt
swayamvar. This happens to be the first scene in this
pentalogy where all the three characters assemble at the
same location. Bewitched by Sita’s beauty, valour and
principles, Ram decides to take part in the swayamvar.
On the other hand, Sita arranged the whole swayamvar
with the desire of joining hands with Ram. Unlike
these two, Raavan does not seem to have any interest in
Sita. He is keen on putting down the honour of Sapt
Sindhu by possessing not only their wealth but also
their women. The impending war and the preparations
made by the opponents gets vividly analysed through
multilinear narration. To avenge the humiliations faced
during the swayamvar, Raavan focused on launching an
attack. He refuses to believe in Meluhans for pos-
sessing such a deadly weapon named Asuraastra. Ac-
cording to him, Mithila is a powerless kingdom to pos-
sess such a lethal ammunition. “They don’t have an
Asuraastra,” interrupted Raavan, ‘They’re bluft-
ing.” (RAAVAN - 330) Nervous Kumbhakarna could
easily predict the impending disaster. His intuition
urged him to be vigilant in protecting his brother’s life
at any cost.

Ram, an ardent follower of dharma is keen on averting
the launch of Asuraastra. But Guru Vishwamitra forced
Ram to fire the Asuraastra which he reluctantly does to
safeguard Sita and the other subjects in Mithila king-
dom. To prove Ram as an unfit candidate for the title
of Vishnu, Guru Vishwamitra cornered him to fire it.
At the same time, Sita tried her best to convince the
common people in Mithila to take part in the war.

Amish has finely crafted the initial happenings between
Ram and Sita. Through multilinear narration readers
get to know the ways in which they both perceived each
other. Apart from sensual pleasures, their intense love
bonding gets beautified with the touch of respect and
dignity. I have juxtaposed both the descriptions that
details their admiration and love towards each other.

Sita smiled enigmatically. Ram felt like he
was being interviewed; this, strangely enough,
did not stop him from noticing that an imperti-
nent strand had slipped out of Sita’s neatly
braided hair. The gentle breeze wafting in
from the window lifted the wisp of hair play-
fully. His attention shifted seamlessly to the
perfect curve of her neck. He noticed his heart
begin to race. He smiled to himself ruefully
and tried to restore his inner calm as he ad-
monished himself. What is wrong with me?
Why can’t I control myself? (RAM — 245)

Ram didn’t answer. He seemed to be lost in
another world. His eyes had taken on a
dreamy look.
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I don’t think he’s listening to me.

Sita was Ram’s eyes scanning her face. Her
hair. Her neck. She saw him smile. Ruefully.
His face seemed to ...

Is he blushing? What is going on? I was told
that Ram was only interested in the affairs of
the state. (SITA —206)

The three parallel stories again intersects at the time of
Sita’s abduction. This one incident gets perceived under
three dimensions. Amidst the dense forest Ram happens
to overhear Sita’s cry for help. Ram along with Laksh-
man rushed through the foliage to avert mishaps. The
same incident picturised Sita as a warrior who fiercely
tackled the assault of Lankan soldiers. On the other
hand, Raavan under the protective covering observes all
the happenings around him. His only intention is to cap-
ture the Vishnu alive. Though all the three major charac-
ters are pinned under the same location, their motives,
deeds, and its consequences keeps differing throughout.

To gain a comprehensive outlook, the readers should
have the ability to recollect all the parallel stories simul-
taneously. Irrespective of the geographical location, all
the parallel narrations intersects at various places and
later converges at the same point. Even the battle at
Karachappa gets perceived under two dimensions.
Preparations made by both the opponents gets vividly
sketched in parallel narrations. One centres around
Raavan’s crucial plan to trap the army of Emperor Da-
sarath. On the other hand, Amish focused on the fum-
ing Dasarath whose wrath blinds him from foreseeing
the complications in battle strategies. Both the defeat
of Emperor Dasarath and the victory of Raavan gets
skillfully crafted. This defeat plays a crucial role in
augmenting the rift between Ram and Dasarath.

The fourth converging part of this pentalogy centres
around the battle preparations made by Ram and Raa-
van. To strengthen his army, Ram allied with Valli.
Raavan’s intuition urged him to die in the hand of Ram.
Even after predicting his own death, Raavan willingly
takes part in the battle. Arrogant Raavan turns amica-
ble, as he considered Ram not just as the Emperor of
Ayodhya but also the son-in-law of Vedavati. Thus, the
converging part belittles the Lankan war by juxtaposing
the other imminent battles and its complications which
they may face in the formation of Meluhan dynasty.

Just like Ram, Amish has given equal importance to
Sita and Raavan also. All the parallel narratives enable
the readers to compare and comprehend certain similar
aspects which unties the mysteries that lies ahead. Fur-
ther, the multilinear narration focuses more on the cir-
cumstances which mould their character. By looking
into their background, readers get to know that all the
characters are the heroes in their own world. In multi-
linear narration, the doer gains more attention than their
deeds. In spite of their misdeeds, antagonists wins the
sympathy of readers, as the writer concentrates more on
the situations that determines their actions.
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The converging part “War of Lanka” deals with the
happenings in Lanka after Sita’s abduction. Raavan’s
sadistic nature alters after meeting Sita. The three par-
allel narratives which picturised Raavan as a beast takes
drastic turn in the fourth part by bringing out the virtues
in him. Having found the charisma of Vedavati in Sita,
Raavan readily sacrifices all his worldly possessions,
power and status. He belittles his treasures and priori-
tized Sita by all means. Though the converging part
closes with Raavan’s death, it details the foundation
that has to be laid in the formation of Meluhan dynasty.
This gets revealed in the wording uttered by Mandodari.

Meluha is the name they have decided upon,
haven’t they?

Yes, that’s the name. And to help them build
that perfect empire is the last goal and pur-
pose of my life. That will be my final jour-
ney. The last story to be written. Once it is
recorded, my life’s purpose will be complete.
I can go in peace... [ will go in peace ... The
last story in this long chain ... The story of
the Rish of Meluha.” (War of Lanka — 475)
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The ultimate purpose of multilinear narration gets ful-
filled whenever the narration intersects. These inter-
secting parts fetches intricate details by throwing light
on varied speculations. Compared to those intersec-
tions, the converging part is more effective, as it
strengthens the bondage among all the major and sup-
portive characters by bringing them all under one roof.
Thus in Ram Chandra Series, Amish has skillfully han-
dled the multilinear narration by utilising both the inter-
sections and the parallel narratives which gets finely
blended in the converging part.
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